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ByRYAN NGUYEN
Seattle Times staff reporter

The state PublicDisclosure
Commissionhas dismissed a
complaint alleging that conserva-
tive political committee Let’sGo
Washington violated campaign
finance laws.
An investigationby the agency

didnot find sufficient evidence to
support the complaint from
watchdognonprofitWashingto-
nians for EthicalGovernment,
which alleged that Let’sGoWash-
ington failed to accurately report
the financial value of supportive
statements andnoncash contri-
butionsmadeby conservative
podcaster and formerTV journal-
ist Brandi Kruse.
Let’sGoWashingtondidnot

payKruse to promote two state-
wide ballotmeasures backedby
the organization, the report
states, andneither her promo-
tions of the initiatives nor her
participation as a speaker at Let’s
GoWashington events are legally

See > COMPLAINT, A9

Complaint
over initiative
promotion
dismissed

By PAIGE CORNWELL
Seattle Times staff reporter

Seattle police said everyone
directly connected to a deadly
shooting in Belltown— one of
three separate shootings in the
neighborhood over Labor Day
weekend—has been identified.
No arrests have beenmade in

the shooting that killed 20-year-
old Isaac Rios andwounded
three others in the earlymorning
of Sept. 6 near Third Avenue and
Clay Street, Seattle Police De-
partment officials said. The
investigation is ongoing.
The department released

additional detailsWednesday
about the shooting, which oc-
curred during an unsanctioned
street party, “to clarify the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
homicide.”
According to the department,

Rios “interacted” with a 20-year-
old womanwhowaswith aman,
22, and another woman, 26. It’s
unclear why the interaction
occurred; the creator of a Go-

See > SHOOTING, A9

Police release
new details
on Belltown
shooting

at or nearby the area where its
body was found, which means
someone was likely firing a gun to
kill the animal in a public area,
Mclean said. She said the animal’s
body couldn’t have floated far and
was found about three to five days
after its death.
A passerby on the public

waterway found the body last
Friday and reported it to Seal
Sitters, who then called in SR3 to
determine the cause of death,

Mclean said.
But the 600- to 800-pound

adult male is too large to weigh or
radiograph in its entirety, Mclean
said, so responders had to esti-
mate and take X-rays of only parts
of the mammal’s body, including
its head.
An autopsy could not be done

either because it is too costly and
burdensome to dispose of animal
carcasses like that, which is not

See > SEA LION, A9

By KAI UYEHARA
Seattle Times breaking news reporter

An adult California sea lion lies
dead at the mouth of Duwamish
River in West Seattle, killed after
it was shot at least a dozen times,
an expert says.
Radiographs of the sea lion’s

head show multiple bullets lodged
in its cranium, said Casey Mclean,
executive director of SeaLife Re-
sponse + Rehabilitation + Re-
search, a Des Moines-based ma-
rine wildlife hospital known as
SR3.
It’s likely the sea lion was shot

Sea lion found dead in West
Seattle was shot a dozen times

8 firefighters hurt, homeowner
rescued in North Seattle blaze
LAKE CIT Y | Awning or deck likely collapsed, injuring crews early Thursday.

By KAI UYEHARA
Seattle Times breaking news
reporter

Eight firefighters were injured
while putting out a house fire in
Lake City on Thursdaymorning,
the Seattle Fire Department said.
Crews responded to a fire

reported at a single-family home
on the 12000 block of Sand Point
WayNortheast just before 2:45

a.m., the Fire Department said.
The fire was reported on the
exterior of the home, but also
extended to inside.
Upon arrival, crews rescued a

57-year-oldman from the home
whowas then taken to Harbor-
viewMedical Center in stable
condition, spokesperson Kaila
Lafferty said.
Part of the exterior structure of

the home— likely a deck or
awning— then collapsed right
before 3 a.m., Lafferty said.
Eight firefighters involved in the
collapse sustainedminor inju-
ries, and three of themwere
taken to Harborview in stable
condition so they could be evalu-
ated.
Once all members of the crew

were accounted for, the firefight-

ers resumed their work putting
out the fire and got it under
control by about 6 a.m., Lafferty
said. The fire was extinguished
and crews began to overhaul and
ventilate the home.
It is yet unknownwhat caused

the fire, and the full extent of the
firefighters’ injuries is unclear.

Kai Uyehara:
kuyehara@seattletimes.com.
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Seattle Fire Department personnel survey damage after a house fire injured eight firefighters when an overhanging structure collapsed
Thursday in Seattle. Crews rescued a 57-year-old man from the home, who was taken to Harborview in stable condition.

Washington public lands commissioner
scales back order protecting older forests

By ISABELLA BREDA
Seattle Times climate reporter

OLYMPIA—Public Lands Com-
missioner Dave Upthegrove is
scaling back an order to set aside
77,000 acres of older forests, citing
financial strain and a lack of au-
thority to carry out his vision.
In a news conference Thursday

morning, Upthegrove
said the older forests,
sometimes called “lega-
cy forests,” that his agen-
cy could conserve in the near term
amounted instead to about 55,000
acres. Upthegrove said the reduc-
tion in acreage is largely due to
mapping errors.
Even so, those 55,000 acres

could yet again be on the chopping
block. Upthegrove said his agency
would need to alter course on con-
servation plans andwould need to
secure additional funding and
authority from the Legislature to
manage those lands differently,

Upthegrove said.
These “structurally complex

forests” are defined by gaps in
canopy and diverse species grow-
ing below. The forests were gener-
ally harvested in the past century
between the 1920s and post-World
War II, but now are close to being
fullymature.

Upthegrove’s an-
nouncement illustrates
the complexities for
politicians to bring cam-

paign promises to fruition. The
structural barriers he found himself
bumping up against have been in
place since statehood. Amid a state
budget crunch, his asks seemed
further from reality.
“I have been incredibly frustrat-

ed and deeply disappointed that
reality couldn’t yet meetmy vi-
sion,” Upthegrove said Thursday.
“Butmy visionwas always bigger
thanmanaging 77,000 acres differ-

See > FORESTS, A9

PLAN | Dave Upthegrove has revised his
legacy-forest vision, and says the new figure
may need to shrink further.

LABCLIMATE
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In 2025, Public Lands Commissioner Dave Upthegrove signed an order conserving thousands of acres of
older forests in Washington but is reducing that plan due to financial strain and a lack of authority.
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waters to protect endangered
salmon and steelhead runs,
which supporters say are being
excessively consumed by the
marine mammals.
Mclean said there is no sci-

ence to support those claims
and worries that misinforma-
tion is fueling violence against
sea lions and harbor seals.
The shooting and killing of

these marine mammals is not
unusual either.
Dead sea lions have been

washing up on Puget Sound
shores for years. A baby seal in
Bellingham died after being
shot in the head in July. Anoth-
er seal was shot in the face
along the Hood Canal in Febru-
ary. A pregnant seal lost an eye
after being shot in the head
years earlier in the San Juan
Islands.
Mclean urges anyone who’s

come across a dead animal on
the beach to report it to local
experts, so they can investigate
the death and understand its
linkage to threats like toxins,
cancer and entanglements.

Kai Uyehara:
kuyehara@seattletimes.com.

the responsibility of a group like
SR3, Mclean said. Disposal
would require a permit from the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and the body would need to
be hauled and sunk 3 miles
from shore or handed off to a
rendering company.
So, the body will be left to

naturally decompose on the
beach, Mclean said.
“This is not how Washingto-

nians see themselves taking
care of our wildlife,” she said.
Killing or harassing marine

mammals such as sea lions is
illegal under the federal Marine
Mammal Protection Act, Mclean
pointed out, but recent legisla-
tion seeking to allow controlled
killings could be creating ten-
sions.
If passed, legislation intro-

duced to Congress this year and
co-sponsored by two Washing-
ton representatives would allow
a federal agency to permit the
“lethal removal” of sea lions
and seals in Washington state

< Sea lion
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ently. My vision andmy goal
was to change the system.”
Upthegrove campaigned

on protecting the 77,000
acres of older forests. Then,
last summer, conservation
groups celebrated his an-
nouncement of an order to
protect these forests. But
soon after, some advocates
pointed to errors in the agen-
cy’s maps, and timber indus-
try officials were quick to
criticize the risk of pulling
back lands from harvest.
Independent of any con-

servation efforts, the state
Department of Natural Re-
sources’ forestry accounts
are headed into the red,
Upthegrove said. “Accounts I
am required by law to keep
in the black.”
He said the problem pre-

dates his administration, and
that formore than a decade,

< Forests
FROM A8

revenue from timber sales
hasn’t kept pacewith rising
costs.
The agency’s forestry oper-

ations are funded almost
entirely through the revenue
from timber sales, Upthe-
grove said. But a percent fee
for the sales hasn’t changed
since 2014. DNRwill recom-
mend those rates be in-
creased, whichwould bring
in an estimated additional
$3million a year.
Now the plan is to exempt

about 55,000 acres from
harvest plans through 2030,
while DNRworks to get the
authority tomanage them
differently. Efforts to expand
these conservation opportu-
nities haven’t gainedmuch
traction.
“Instead of throwing up

my hands and saying, ‘Well,
we can’t do it,’ I’ve identified
here are some tools, here are
some steps that could allow
us to achievemore forest
conservation,” Upthegrove

wouldmark the first time in
the history of the agency
“that we’re generating reve-
nue from our forests in ways
other than cutting them
down.”
In themeantime, people

have gotten creative. Recent-
ly, a grassroots group crowd-
fundedmore than half a
million dollars to preserve 29
acres of forest on the Olym-
pic Peninsula, theWashing-
ton State Standard reported.
Even though it’s not a

permanent strategy, Upthe-
grove said, “there was some-
thing sort of magical” about
it.
Elizabeth Dunne, a legacy

forest advocate and an attor-
neywith the Earth LawCen-
ter, said she’s encouraged by
Upthegrove’s commitment to
help the agency adapt. It’s
clear the Legislature needs to
step up to save the remain-
ing oldest forests on state
lands, she said.
“Our recent successful

campaign points out the fact
that people will putmoney
towards protecting these
forests, and they’re certainly
worth a lotmore standing,”
said Dunne, who helped
protect the forest on the
Peninsula.
“Treating nature as a com-

modity,” she continued,
noting the rising costs of
timber harvests Upthegrove
mentioned, “is not a frame-
work for the future.”
Without the tools Upthe-

grove is pursuing, the rough-
ly 55,000 acres could be
included in timber sales after
2030. Staff estimates based
on similar forests suggest
that with no change to state
policies, managing these
55,000 acres in ways other
than traditional harvest
would result in tens ofmil-
lions of dollars lost.
Material from The Seattle Times
archives was used in this report.
Isabella Breda: 206-652-6536
or ibreda@seattletimes.com.

considered in-kind contribu-
tions that require disclosure
under state law.
ThePDC—which investi-

gates potential violations of
state campaign finance laws
—ultimately threwout the
complaintWednesday and
didnot levy anypenalties,
though it described the com-
plaint as a “close case.”
“PDC staff did not find any

evidence that Let’sGoWash-
ingtonpurchasedMs. Kruse’s
services in support of its ini-
tiatives,” the agency’s report
states. “Furthermore, staff
wereunable to establishMs.
Kruse’s promotionof Let’sGo
Washington initiatives and
her participation in the orga-
nization’s eventswere in-kind
contributions.”
Let’sGoWashingtonde-

scribed the complaint
Wednesday as a “frivolous
claim,” saying that the First
Amendment’s protections
extend to all journalists—
even thosewithwhomWash-
ingtonians for EthicalGov-
ernment disagrees.
“This complaint should

havenever seen the light of
day andwe’re grateful the
staff at the PDCcannow
return tomatters thatwar-
rant their attention,” Let’sGo
Washington founderBrian
Heywood said in awritten

< Complaint
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ton events.
ThePDC report found that,

while Kruse sometimes
charges a fee for speaking
appearances, doing sodoes
notmeanall of her speaking
engagements are considered
in-kind contributions.
“The evidence in this case

does not establish thatMs.
Kruse is typically paid for
these specific types of speak-
ing engagements, nor does
PDC staff conclude that a
public figurewhoat times
sells their services for political
activities necessarily converts
all personal appearances,
speeches, or statements on
politicalmatters to reportable
in-kind contributions,” the
agency’s report states.
Additionally, the PDC

investigation found that
Kruse’s promotions of Let’s
GoWashington and its initia-
tives onher digital platforms
didnot constitute in-kind
contributions, as allegedby
the complaint. The report
states that Let’sGoWashing-
tonhas “no editorial control
overKruse’s content” and
does not payher to support
the organization.
A legal representative for

Kruse also told thePDC that
“Noone, including Let’sGo
Washington, controlswhat
she says,what topics she
covers, orwhat positions she
takes.”

RyanNguyen:
rnguyen@seattletimes.com.

FundMe set up for Rios’
family wrote that Rios and a
friend had been at a down-
town Seattle restaurant for a
“simple night out.”
They briefly argued, then

both sides separated. About
nineminutes later, Rios and
anotherman, 21, ap-

< Shooting
FROM A8

proached the group again
and began fightingwith the
man from the other group.
The 22-year-oldman had

a handgun, andmoments
after the fight began, the
21-year-oldmanwas shot
multiple times in the abdo-
men, the department said.
The 21-year-old withdrew
from the fight and sought
help from bystanders before
first responders found him

about a block away and took
him to HarborviewMedical
Center.
The fight continued, and

the 26-year-old woman
attempted to separate the
twomen, according to the
department. All three were
struck by gunfire; Rios was
shot in the chest and leg, and
the other twowere shot in
the legs. The department
didn’t clarify who fired the

weapon.
Rios was taken to Harbor-

view, where hewas pro-
nounced dead. A Lake Ste-
vens High School graduate,
Rios was an electrician at
Boeing and adventurous
skier, according to the Go-
FundMe that has generated
$12,410.
“Our family is shattered,”

the GoFundMe creator
wrote. “The emptiness Isaac

leaves behind is something
words will never fully cap-
ture.”
The investigationwill be

referred to the King County
prosecuting attorney’s office
for review and consideration
of charges, the department
said.
Tionna Simpson, 23, and

Kaleb Osborne, 17, were
killed in unrelated Belltown
shootings over the holiday

weekend. Theaellis Hall was
arrested in connectionwith
Simpson’s death and
chargedwith first-degree
murder and second-degree
unlawful possession of a
firearm; he has pleaded not
guilty and remains in jail in
lieu of $4million bail. No
arrests have beenmade in
Osborne’s death.

Paige Cornwell:
pcornwell@seattletimes.com.
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A radiograph shows several
bullets lodged in the head of
an adult male California
sea lion that was found at
the mouth of Duwamish
River. The animal was shot
at least a dozen times.
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said.
A third-party review of

agency assets in 2021 found
DNRwas overleveraged in
forestry and should seek to
diversify the sources of reve-
nue it providesWashington’s
schools and local govern-
ments.
Upthegrove said the agen-

cy is drafting policies to
create a conservation ease-
ment program and bring it
before the Board of Natural
Resources for consideration
next spring. These ease-
ments, he said, would allow

tribal nations, public agen-
cies, conservation groups
and others to purchase pro-
tections for specific forests.
His agencywould also

seek authority from the
Legislature to directly sell
carbon credits from state
lands and ask formore state
funding for opportunities to
conserve additional forests,
such as the Trust Land
Transfer program andNatu-
ral Climate Solutions ac-
count.
Implementing the new

tools, Upthegrove said,

About the project
The Seattle Times’ Climate Lab explores the effects of climate
change in the Pacific Northwest and beyond. The project is
funded in part by the Bullitt Foundation, CO2 Foundation, Jim
and Birte Falconer,Mike and Becky Hughes, HenryM. Jackson
Foundation,Martin-Fabert Foundation, CraigMcKibben and
SarahMerner,Mary Snapp and Spencer Frazer, University of
Washington,Walker Family Foundation and Kristi and Tom
Weir, and its fiscal sponsor is Seattle Foundation. The Seattle
Timesmaintains editorial control over all its coverage.

ask voterswhether to ban
transgender girls fromcom-
peting in girls sports inK-12
schools; the second seeks to
expand the kinds of school
records that parents can
request from their children’s
schools through changes to
the state’s so-called “parents
bill of rights.”
Washingtonians for Ethical

Government estimated the
value of Kruse’s online pro-
motions to be betweenabout
$345,000and$1.25million,
basedon the size of her social
media following, arguing
that those promotionsmust
be reported as “in-kind con-
tributions”—noncash contri-
butions to political candi-
dates or committees. The
watchdognonprofit also
cited two instanceswhere

Kruse spoke at Let’sGoWash-
ington events, describing
themas additional unreport-
ed contributions.
During thePDC’s investiga-

tion, Let’sGoWashington
told the agency that it hadnot
paidKruse for any services,
and that Kruse hadnever
indicated “that she expected
future compensationof any
kind,” according to the agen-
cy’s report.
Let’sGoWashington added

that it had “no reason to
believe thatMs. Kruse’s pub-
lic support for LGWballot
measureswas anything other
thannews reporting and/or
media editorializing.” Fur-
thermore, the political com-
mittee stated it hadnot paid
Kruse or other speakers to
appear at Let’sGoWashing-

KAREN DUCEY / THE S EATT L E T IMES

Brian Heywood, founder of Let’s Go Washington, speaks at
a public hearing in Olympia this year.

statement.
Washingtonians for Ethical

Government is a nonprofit
that promotes opengovern-
ment and investigates poten-
tial violations of state cam-
paign finance law,
according to its
website. Thenon-
profit’s spokesper-
son, PamStuart, said
she felt disappointed
by thedismissal.
“Weneed trans-

parencywith these
content creators and
influencers about
who’s really provid-
ing the information andor
moneybehind it,” said Stuart,
who is also amember of the
SammamishCityCouncil. “I
think that’s really important.”
Kruse,whonowhosts the

political podcast “unDivid-
ed,” called the complaint
“politicallymotivated” anda
means of generating “nega-
tive headlines about Let’sGo
Washington aheadof an
election.”
“I ampleased thePDC

came to the only logical con-
clusion in this case— that free
speech is not something the
government canor should
regulate,” Krusewrote in a
statement toTheSeattle
Times. “Doing sowould ex-
posemanyothers in theme-
dia to the same typeof gov-
ernment overreach and
would chill speech across the
board.”

ThePDC’s investigationdid
not find sufficient evidence
forWashingtonians for Ethi-
calGovernment’s complaint.
Washingtonians for Ethical

Government questioned the
PDC’s dismissal of its
complaint, saying the
PDC itself admitted
that the casewas
“close” and that the
report’s reminder to
Let’sGoWashington
todisclose campaign
expenditures and
in-kind contributions
raised questions.
“Thoseunresolved

questions deserve a closer
look,” thenonprofit said in a
written statementThursday.
The complaint, filed in

May, alleged that Kruse had
promotedLet’sGoWashing-
ton and twoof its ballotmea-
suresmore than150 times
across her digital platforms
betweenSeptember 2025
andFebruary 2026.
It described these promo-

tions as “political advertising”
aimedat ginningup support
for the two initiatives. These
postswere on Instagram,
YouTube, X, Facebook,
Kruse’s podcast andother
online platforms.
Let’sGoWashington is

backing three initiatives that
voterswill consider inNo-
vember’s general election. At
issue in thePDCcomplaint
are promotions regarding
twoof themeasures:Onewill

Brandi
Kruse

Northwest
news that
matters.


