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MEMORANDUM  
 

TO:  Jordan Hamrick, RP&S ARM, Olympic Region 
Bruce Meyer, RP&S ARM, South Puget Sound Region 
Kevin Killian, RP&S ARM, Northwest Region 
Rex Hapala, RP&S ARM, Pacific Cascade Region 
 

 
FROM: Brandon Austin, Forest Practices Division Manager 
DATE: 9/4/2026 
SUBJECT: Stay of the Western Washington Type Np Water Buffer Rule 
 
Yesterday, September 3rd, Thurston County Superior Court granted a stay of the Forest Practices 
Board’s Western Washington Type Np Water Buffer Rule (WAC 222-30-0211) until the conclusion 
of the appeals process and/or an order from a higher court. This court decision postpones 
implementation of the expanded Type Np Water Buffer Rule and keeps the original rule in place 
while the stay remains in effect. As a result, Forest Practices will postpone the implementation and 
training activities associated with the expanded Type Np Water Buffer Rule that are currently 
planned and scheduled until the appeals process is concluded. 
 
Our immediate priority is to ensure staff are prepared to continue processing FPAs consistently 
across Western Washington regions and that landowners, consultants, and other stakeholders receive 
clear, consistent information about the current requirements. 
 
Forest Practices Applications 
 
Forest Practices Applications should be processed under the pre 8/31/2026 version of WAC 222-30-
021. A copy of this rule language will be available on the Forest Practices website on the Forms and 
Instructions Page in addition to the usual location on the rules page of the Forest Practices website 
(Forest Practices Rules). 
 
For FPAs that have already been submitted, are under review, and contain information for Np 
streams prepared using the new rule, staff should reach out to the proponents and request that they 
submit the old data table from the July 2023 FPA/N (attached as a supplemental page). 
 
Due to the stay, the use of Board Manual Section 7 Part 1.3 has been suspended. The PDF available 
on the DNR website will be updated to include a message stating Part 1.3 should not be used while 
the stay is in effect. Other portions of the Board Manual remain in effect. 
 
 
 



Type Np Trainings Are Paused 
 
Currently scheduled training sessions specific to the implementation of the expanded Type Np Water 
Buffer Rule will be postponed until further notice. 
 
Staff should not continue with regional or local implementation training on the new rule unless 
additional direction is provided by Forest Practices Operations and Policy. 
 
The training materials and implementation tools already developed will be retained so we are 
positioned to resume training efficiently if and when implementation can proceed. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Once the Appeals process is concluded, we will provide direction on additional training, 
implementation timing, and any changes needed to previously developed materials. 
 
cc: Region Managers 

Mack McEntyre, Assistant Division Manager for Operations 
Maggie Franquemont, Assistant Division Manager for Policy & Landowner Services 
Katie Rose Allen, Deputy Supervisor for Forest Practices and Aquatics 
Steve Harris, RP&S ARM, Northeast Region 
Liz Smith, FR&RA ARM, Southeast Region 
Kelly Childers, Region-Operations Outreach Team Manager 
Forest Practices District Managers 
Forest Practices Coordinators 

 


