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WFFA has a new web site!
Check it out at www.wafarmforestry.com.  You will see a fresh new look with tabs to lead you to 
information on Chapters, Education, Publications, Our Partners, and Legislative information.  Each 
chapter can customize its own page with photos and information about upcoming and past events.  
Upcoming chapter events are also summarized on the home page so members and the public are 
aware of meetings throughout the state (see link to 2014 annual meeting).  The home page also 
features one of the stories in our Stewards of the Land book and will rotate monthly.

If you receive e-mail messages from WFFA, then you should have received an invitation to login 
to the Members page, which provides additional links and information not available on the public 
pages.  Members who are registered can now update their address information and renew online.  
They also have access to complete back issues of Landowner News and Northwest Woodlands.  A 
new feature that is under development is a Classified Ad section where members can sell to other 
members at no cost.

With this new system, we have many capabilities that are works in progress.  As we look into 
the future, we may want to establish a social media presence.  Members may wish to share their 
knowledge by writing articles that are available only to other members, or participate in a forum 
where a member’s experience can be shared with others in an informal manner.  However, WFFA 
is a mostly-volunteer organization, and in order to implement new features, we need volunteers to 
step forward to assist!

If you did not register when you received the link a few weeks ago, you can still do so.  Click the 
Login button on the web page, choose the Request new password tab, enter the email address you 
have given WFFA, click the Request new password button and wait for a new link to be sent to your 
email address.  Follow it to a page where you can create a password, and you are registered!
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Douglas fir forests of western Washington are among the most productive in the world.
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The strength of our Association comes from the diversity of our membership and 
the involvement of our 16 Chapters.  That strength is built on our local, grassroots 
participation, a lengthy historical perspective (over 60 years) and the deep passion 
for the land that we all share.  We are the group whose members, no matter their 
age, are out there planting trees and caring for the forest, even if no financial 
benefit is received.

We know it is “Cool to be a Tree Farmer” and enjoy being around others that 
share similar passions.  One of the best opportunities for our members and 
friends to share ideas is at our Annual Meeting.  The Whatcom County Chapter 
invites you to participate in this year’s Annual Meeting. We are bringing together 
a variety of interesting speakers, vendors and exhibitors “For a Celebration of our 
Forests’ Unique Local Contribution to our Economy and our Environment”.  You 
will have received your registration packet and can go to the new WFFA website 
at www.wafarmforestry.com for the latest updates.  The early registration cutoff 
date for reduced rates is April 15th.  

The Westergreen Family looks forward to sharing our intergenerational tree farm 
for the Saturday Educational Event.  Some of the property was first homesteaded 
in 1880.  I have always enjoyed seeing the variety of tree farms all over the state 
and hope you will visit our “Unique, Sustainable, Local Family Forest” in the 
far northwest corner of Washington.  By the middle of May, the tree farm will 
be lush with new growth and offers a diversity of forests stands that reflect our 
management philosophy.  You will be seeing several generations of trial and 
error forest management, as we continue to learn and gladly share what we have 
learned. 

 For those that do not want to spend the day discussing how to best grow trees, 
you can participate in a guided walk through the woods and enjoy the beauty of 
our private working forests and the wildlife that lives here.   Often when a group 
of “gray haired” tree farmers meet, a conversation will include how to get our 
future generations involved.  The Whatcom County Chapter has accommodated 
this need by offering free registration to those less than 18 years old who are 
attending with an adult.  Activities designed for the youth group will be part of the 
Saturday Event.

I personally hope to see you at the annual meeting and encourage you to invite 
other forest landowners to join us in celebrating our unique contributions to the 
local economy and environment.

Tom Westergreen

President’s 
Message

Stewards of 
the land...
for 
generations
to come.”
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“Be a Part of the Annual Meeting”
Thank you to our 
2014 Corporate Patrons!

Platinum Plus + 
Port Blakely Tree Farms
Sierra Pacific Industries

Platinum
Green Crow
GreenWood Resources Inc
TMI Forest Products
Washington Forest Protection Association
Weyerhaeuser Company
 
Gold
American Forest Management
Goodyear Nelson Hardwood Lumber Co
Green Diamond Resource Co
Hancock Forest Management
Jones Stevedoring Company
Northwest Hardwoods
Olympic Resource Management
West Fork Timber Company, LLC
Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Development Co
 
Silver
Bloedel Timberlands Development, Inc
Boise Cascade Corporation
Cowlitz Ridge Tree Farm LLC
Great Western Lumber Company
Idaho Forest Group
Manke Lumber Company
McFarland Cascade
M&R Services Company
Pacific Denkmann Company
RSG Forest Products
Stevenson Land Company
Timber Services, Inc
 
Bronze
A.L.R.T. Corporation
Giustina Resources
IFA Nursuries
Northwind Forest Consultants
O’Neill Pine Company
Silvaseed Company
Washington Hardwoods Commission

Copper
Hampton Tree Farms, Inc
Pursley Logging Company Inc
Susheen Timber Trading Inc



WELCOME TO 
OUR NEW 
MEMBERS!

CLARK
Allen Aaseth
Cindy Church
Marcia Jorgensen
Carol & Dennis Levanen
Roger & Young Williams

COWLITZ
Paul & Suzy Gardner

GRAYS HARBOR
Morris & Nina Boyer
Nancy Friend

LEWIS
Mel & Patricia Gregorich
Linda Kimmel

NORTH CENTRAL
Edie Sonne Hall

NE WASHINGTON
Beverly Burbank
Anthony & Ariel Jones
Gene & Diane Stone

SOUTH SOUND
CGVI, LLC
Greg Franklin, International 
Veneer Co
R. David & Ginnie Pearsall
Martha Wehling

SPOKANE
Dale & Rashel Richard

WHATCOM
Black Mountain Forest 
Center
Jerald & Michelle Van Dellen
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Following in the Footsteps of the Gideons
By Patti Playfair, 1st Vice President

 It may seem odd to compare WFFA to an evangelical Christian organization, 
known for distributing Bibles found in hotel rooms around the world.  But the com-
parison may not be so far off.  Many of us are true believers in forest stewardship and 
we would like everyone else to understand it, too.  We strive to enlighten non-forest 
landowners about the intangible force that keeps WFFA members anchored to their 
forests.  Our connection to our trees and the ground they grow from is not always 
easily explained.  

 “Stewards of the Land…for Generations to Come” is a motto that WFFA has 
used for many years to define the values that we hold dear…the intergenerational 
stewardship of our forests.  It is something we celebrated in our article on Port Blakely 
Tree Farms in the last issue when acknowledging their 150 years of family forest stew-
ardship. I find that both remarkable and inspiring.  In the same way, Stewards of the 
Land is a book that tells other stories of hope and dedication among our tree farming 
families.  Many consider it a great coffee table book to share with visiting relatives; 
however, this very special storybook is a wonderful resource for reaching a large, but 
uninformed audience.

 Personally, I enjoy reading the stories of WFFA’s founding Stewards…even that 
illustrious fellow whose story begins on page 130.  He is the reason that I had an “Ah-
ha” moment regarding our storybook.  Our founding stewards are getting older, which 
may result in a few more visits to doctors.  So, as I was reading an outdated magazine 
in the doctor’s office, I thought “Wow…this would be the perfect place to leave a copy 
of the Stewards book”.  The stories are succinct, inspiring and never out of date, so 
folks can read a few stories while waiting to be called back to an exam room.  From 
personal experience, I know that articles that are uplifting and hopeful are comforting 
in anticipation of unknown results.  

 So, what’s my outreach challenge for WFFA members and chapters?  Let’s 
become the “Gideons” of forest stewardship! Simply, donate a copy of Stewards to your 
own doctor’s office.  It’s a way to share our stories of hope and inspiration to thousands 
of folks who haven’t even heard of WFFA!  All it takes is a little time to present a book 
to your doctor as a “Thank you” for all the care they have provided and ask them to 
share it with the rest of their patients.

 I have created an introductory page to be included inside the Stewards book, 
explaining our organization and mission, so I hope you will join me in sharing our 
message in some very unusual places. To participate in this outreach challenge, please 
contact your Chapter President for more information and a copy of the introductory 
page.
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Washington State Tree Farmer of the Year Nominee
Comstock Tree Farm - Samuel & Joy Comstock – Mason County, WA

The Comstock Tree Farm is a 51-acre tree farm. Sam & Joy reside on their tree farm located near 
Grapeview, WA. The Comstocks have owned their tree farm since 1970, and the tree farm has been Ameri-
can Tree Farm System certified for 20 years. The primary objective  of the Comstock Tree Farm is to actively 
manage the family tree farm for timber production; secondary objectives are to manage for fish and wildlife 
enhancement including keeping data on returning spawning Salmon and implementing an Eagle manage-
ment plan. Sam & Joy have spent countless hours proactively advising and encouraging WFFA Olympic 
Chapter members on their respective tree farms. Sam served as WFFA State President from 2010 – 2012 
and as Olympic Chapter President for 13 years, has testified several times in Olympia on Farm Forestry 
issues, and continues to serve on the FFFPP steering committee. Joy has been very involved in farm forestry 
as Secretary/Treasurer of the Olympic Chapter for 13 years providing inspiration, guidance and technical 
resources for members. Sam & Joy have worked closely with professional foresters and others to get the best 
possible advice in managing their tree farm, and are actively training third generation family members to 
take over their tree farm in the future. 
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Boyd Wilson, President
Patti Playfair, 1st Vice President
Alan Walker, 2nd Vice President

Michelle Blake, Secretary
Bill Scheer, Treasurer

Nominations will be accepted
from the floor during the 
Annual Business Meeting
on Friday, May 16, 2014

2014 Nominations

***Early registration deadline is April 15th***
Save $30 per person to attend the 2014 Annual Meeting.  See you in Bellingham May 15th - 17th!
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 Native Trees & Shrubs 

16564 Bradley Road, Bow, WA  98232 

360-757-1094  
 

pmcsales@clearwire.net 
http://www.wacdpmc.org/ 

• Quality Native Conifers, Hardwoods  

and Shrubs 

• Contract Growing  

• Custom Propagation 

• Willow & Cottonwood Live Stakes 
 

Providing the conservation and 

restoration community with 

conservation grade seedlings and 

cuttings since 1993. 

WACD Plant Materials Center 

Washington State Tree Farmer of the Year Nominee
Grove Family Tree Farm - Frances Grove - Lewis County, WA

Frances Grove resides on the 85-acre Grove Family Tree Farm located near Toledo, WA.  The Groves have 
owned a portion of their tree farm for over 50 years, and have been American Tree Farm System certified for 
11 years.  Primary objectives of the Grove Family Tree Farm are keeping and maintaining a healthy forest 
that provides periodic income, wildlife habitat, family recreation, and future generation ownership.  For 
Frances, her tree farm is virtually a big back yard in which she can manage, observe and marvel at the inter-
relationships of farm and forest life.  The Grove Family Tree Farm  additionally has and continues to support 
a small herd of beef cattle to help meet the family needs.  In 2008, Frances received the WFFA Lewis Chap-
ter award for forest management that has provided an excellent example of a working farm and forest and, 
in 2013 the Grove Family Tree Farm was awarded the Lewis County Tree Farmer of the Year.  Frances has 
done periodic selective harvest of poles and even-aged harvest and planting.  Wood from harvests or annu-
al salvage of down trees has been used as firewood to heat her home.  The Grove Family Tree Farm hosted 
the 2013 Lewis Chapter Twilight Tour and annual picnic.  Frances has sparked an interest in tree farming in 
members of her family and hopes to pass on what she has carefully managed and nurtured to her heirs.

Reduced rate rooms for WFFA available at The Lakeway Inn until April 15th.
Call (360) 671-1011 for room reservations



www.wafarmforestry.com6

State Legislative Update (Abridged)
By Heather Hansen, Government Relations Consultant
(Please see the Legislative section of the WFFA web site for the full length version of this report.)

Several bills that will benefit small forest landowners passed during this legislative session.

SB 5048 – Notice against trespass. 
“Posting in a conspicuous manner” for purpose of enforcing no trespassing laws is defined.  No trespassing signs 
must be used on access roads. In between, fluorescent orange paint marks that are vertical lines at least 8 inches 
long and 1 inch wide and between 3 and 5 feet from the ground can be used in place of signs.  Marks must be 
less than 100 feet apart on forest land, or 1,000 feet apart on other land.  This applies only to property located 
outside urban growth areas and incorporated cities and towns. This bill was subsequently vetoed by Governor 
Inslee.

SB 6180 - Consolidating designated forest lands and open space timber lands.
This bill gives counties the authority to merge open space timber land programs into designated forest land 
programs.  The minimum size requirement for land to be designated as forest land is reduced from 20 acres to 5 
acres in all counties. Land valuation is based on the value of the land for growing and harvesting timber.  Timber 
management plans are made optional. However, an assessor may require a timber management plan if there is 
reason to believe that parcels under 20 acres are no longer being used for forest land purposes.

SSB 6199- Addressing wildfires caused by incendiary devices.
Under current law, it is illegal to discard any lighted material (such as a cigarette, match, or fireworks), or dis-
charge any tracer or incendiary ammunition, in any forest, brush or range area between April 14 and October 
15, or as designated by DNR.  The bill expands this prohibition to include exploding targets and releasing sky 
lanterns.  The bill also bans the use of incendiary ammunition and exploding targets on or over forest, brush or 
range lands at all times unless the person doing the act owns the land or has prior written permission from the 
landowner.  

SB 5972 – Specifying recovery for fire damages to public or private forested lands.
Current law requires forest land owners to provide adequate protection against the spread of fire. Those who are 
negligent in setting a fire, or in preventing the spread of a fire, are liable for damages.

The bill limits fire damages to:
1) Either the difference in the fair market value of the property 
     before and after the fire, or the cost of restoring the property
    to general condition before the fire;
2) reasonable expenses incurred to suppress the fire;
3) other verifiable monetary loss;
4) and in the case of an action by an Indian tribe for injury to 
    archaeological objects or sites, damages measured in accordance 
    with the rules of the Department of Archaeology and Historic 
    Preservation for the recovery of archaeological resources that 
    have been damaged.
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Forest Practices Policy
By Dr. Dick Miller, TFW Policy/CMER Consultant
 Changes to regulations about forest practices in our state are decided by the Forest Practices Board (BOARD) 
composed of representatives from several State agencies and interest groups. Small Forest Landowners are represented 
by Bob Guenther, a member of WFFA.  The BOARD is advised by a Timber Fish and Wildlife (TFW) Policy Committee 
that reviews “best available science” and negotiates to reach consensus decisions among its diverse stakeholders. WFFA’s 
representative to the TFW Policy Committee is Dick Miller.
 WFFA also has an internal policy committee that discusses and investigates current issues and suggests actions for 
WFFA’s Executive Committee and Board to consider. Members of that committee include Vic Musselman, Tammie Perreault, 
Phil Hess, Ken Miller, Elaine Oneil, Tom Westergreen, Heather Hansen, and Dick Miller. Currently, the WFFA policy 
committee has listed several unresolved issues of concern and is attempting to assign priorities and develop ways to move 
forward. These issues in non-prioritized order are: 
· Secure full and perpetual funding for the Forest Riparian Easement Program (FREP)
· Clarify the 20-acre exemption rule
· Clarify and resolve the WAC-directed “smaller buffers for smaller-size harvests”
· Secure financial support to enable landowners to treat unhealthy, riparian stands in eastern Washington
· Clarify availability of DNR assistance to “small” forest landowners for: water typing, mass-wasting geotechnical     
 assessments, and other needs.
 Do you have suggestions to add to this list? If so, please contact Dick Miller at Millersoils@comcast.net or 
 Elaine Oneil at eoneil@wafarmforestry.com to get it added to the list.  

www.wafarmforestry.com

Under the proposed changes to Sec 3132, timber income would be taxed at regular tax rates depending on your tax bracket 
rather than at the 15% capital gains rate. Note that capital gains rates are increasing in 2014.
 
Under the proposed change to Sec 3118, tree farmers would no longer be able to deduct the expense of trees and plant-
ing when that occurred or during the next 84 months as you can now. When you harvested the trees 45(+) years later, the 
planting expense (which would increase the basis of the trees) would be subtracted from the gross profits.
 
Under the proposed changes to Sec 3312,  all expenses, not just reforestation
expenses, would need to be capitalized.  That means that expenses such as 
pruning, PCT, weed control, sign maintenance, supplies, repair and 
maintenance, insurance, depreciation, WFFA dues, training, WFFA 
annual meeting expense, etc. could not be expensed each year.  You would
have to have an internal accounting system to track them and allocate 
them to the different stands of timber that you are growing.  Only when 
you harvest the timber, could these expenses be used to reduce your 
taxable income.

While this is currently only a proposal and will not make it into legislation 
this year, there is the potential for one or more of these items to make it 
on to a menu of actual changes to the tax code in the future.  For that 
reason it is necessary to clearly articulate how this will affect tree farmers.  
We have notified some of our federal delegates and will notify them all 
over the next month.  In addition, I will be working with other forestry 
interests nationwide to develop a clear response and strategy for moving 
forward.

Elaine Oneil

From the Executive Director’s Desk (Continued from pg. 8)
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From the Executive Director’s Desk
There are several outstanding policy and legislative issues where WFFA will need to be an active participant going 
forward.  At the state level, the adaptive management bill that did not pass this year (see the unabridged version of the 
legislative update on the website) and the trespass bill that was vetoed by Governor Inslee will be key targets for our 
involvement next year.  And at the federal level, tax reform will likely consume the most time.  

Congressman David Camp of Michigan who as Chair of the Ways and Means Committee has sole jurisdiction over tax 
policy, put out a tax reform proposal with the ostensible goal of 
simplifying the tax code, while aiming for a maximum 25% personal 
tax rate overall.  However, his menu of options would cripple small 
landowners who do harvest, as well as severely impacting the entire 
timber industry.  The three federal tax provisions that affect small 
forest landowners in the tax reform proposal are: 
1. Long-term capital gain treatment of timber sales (Section 3132),
2. Deductibility rules for reforestation expenses (Section 3118) and
3. The ability to deduct timber growing expenses (Section 3312).

The proposal was sent to your chapter presidents and other state 
leaders a few weeks ago and the response was tremendous, immediate, 
and unanimously opposed to these changes.  The ranking of negative 
impacts vary depending on whether you live on the Eastside or the 
Westside, use natural regeneration or plant, and harvest regularly or 
once in your lifetime, but in all cases they would affect you.  A succinct 
impact analysis from your fellow tree farmers is provided here.
(Continued on pg. 7)


