Landowner
NEWS

Inside: New Website, New President
The Voice of the Small Forest Landowners in Washington State

Volume 18, Issue 3 • Fall 2020

Necessity – The Mother of Invention
By Elaine Oneil, Executive Director

We were already moving towards providing
more and better online resources, but this era
of social distancing has kicked it up a notch. We
hope you enjoy this newsletter that showcases
the many ways we can serve you better,
including those of you that no longer want to
clamber around on other people’s tree farms
but do like seeing what is going on out there.
Enjoy!
If you haven’t been to our website recently,
you are in for a nice surprise – it is brand new. Kudos to all who
helped design, build, and migrate all our historic information to
the new site with special thanks to Jon Matson, Donna Loucks,
and Kelly Zandell for their tireless effort and attention to detail.
There are some changes that are specific to
membership information that Jon talks about
in his Tech Talk article on page five, so please
check them out and then take a tour through
the new site. The first thing you will notice
is that the website is now smart enough to
know whether you are using a computer, cell
phone, or tablet, and adjust itself accordingly.
On our end, the internal upgrades make
maintaining existing content easier, support
improved security measures, and provide a
lot more flexibility when it comes to adding
features and content.

in the era of social distancing. What do we have to offer that no
one else does? Tree Farm Tours! So, the era of virtual tree farm
tours has arrived. If you have not already done so, we invite you
to take a look at our first virtual tree farm tour (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Rqh3ZvDwuvY&t=2722s), presented by
David New of the Nourse Tree Farm on June 16th. David did a
superb job of showcasing the family tree farm, including some
neat wildlife cam footage, and even some drone footage of
their family tree farm. We would like to feature more virtual tree
farm tours, so if you have a story (and you all do), some photos
(old or new), maybe a bit of cell phone video, and a willingness
to speak on a video call, we can help you make your own virtual
tree farm tour. The upside for our more remote members is that
you can show your place in ways that you probably couldn’t in an
in-person chapter tree farm tour. Fun stuff! So I hope my inbox
(eoneil@wafarmforestry.com) is inundated with requests for
help in putting together your virtual tree farm tours.
And I also hope to see my inbox full of
questions in the near future on another
matter entirely. The two Commissioner of
Public Lands candidates that emerged from
August’s primary are Hilary Franz (www.
hilaryfranz.com) and Sue Kuehl Peterson
(www.citizensforsue.com). We have invited
both to join us in a virtual town hall focused
on small forest landowner issues. If you
have questions for these candidates please
forward them to me. We will compile the
questions and have what I anticipate will
be an interesting and informative virtual
meeting that will be broadcast live (the link will be on our www.
wafarmforestry.com website) and recorded for later viewing
for those that cannot attend during that time. During the last
Commissioner of Public Lands race, we were fortunate to have
a similar opportunity with both candidates that was held in
person at Ken Miller’s tree farm near Olympia with nearly 80
people participating. This new virtual format opens the door to
much broader participation from much further afield, so please
stay tuned to your inbox for dates and times. For more election
related information, please see Heather’s Legislative Update on
page four.

Necessity is
the mother of
invention.

Meeting that last objective was important as our focus over the
next few years, consistent with the goals of our new President,
Dick Alescio, (see page three) are to expand our educational
content and capability and to grow our membership. You will
notice a new FAQ (frequently asked questions) tab on our main
page. It was envisioned as a simple way to lead people into an
incredible resource that has been developed by Bryon Loucks, a
retired silviculturist, active tree farmer, and WFFA member. Bryon
wrote a book on growing Douglas-fir in western Washington and
he has made all 15 chapters available to all of you on our website.
So, if you want to know anything from seedlings to harvest this
resource is the place to start.
Another cool way to expand our content flows from some of the
innovative ways people have been imagining educational events
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-Plato

And finally, a warm welcome to the newest members of our state
leadership team: Court Stanley as First Vice President and Ann
Stinson as Second Vice President. I am delighted to have them
join us and bring their own experience, style, and wisdom to our
team. Over the next few months, you will hear more from them
as they get their feet wet in these new roles.
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One Last Note From Vic

As the outgoing President of
WFFA, I would like to welcome Dick
Alescio into the ranks of the WFFA
Presidency. Dick has been very
active in the affairs of WFFA for
the past few years and I know he
will draw on the knowledge he has
gained to lead us well. He has taken
on a noble mission to turn around
the direction of our slowly declining membership.
Dick has spent most of his professional life working
in the pulp and paper industry and has many good
stories to tell if you have the opportunity to corner
him for a while. He is also the first President we
have elected by using electronic media, along
with our other officers, First Vice President Court
Stanley, Second Vice President Ann Stinson,
Secretary Paula Hopkins and Treasurer Bill Scheer.
To my way of thinking, this is just a sign of the
times of what is happening in the whole field of
forest management. In just 30 years, we have gone
Thanks to Our 2020 Patrons!
Thank you to our 2020 Patrons for your generous
contributions to WFFA.
Platinum Plus
Port Blakely
Washington Forest Protection Association
Platinum
Alta Forest Products
Hampton Lumber
Hemphill-O’Neill Company
Jorgensen Timber
Ken and Bonnie Miller
RSG Forest Products, Inc.
Sierra Pacific Industries
Weyerhaeuser Company*
Gold
American Forest Management
Cascade Hardwood LLC
Family Forest Foundation
Grandy Lake Forest Associates LLC
Great Western Lumber Company
Green Crow
Green Diamond Resource Company
Jones Stevedoring Company
Northwest Hardwoods
Olympic Resource Management
O’Neill Pine Company
Vaagen Brothers Lumber, Inc.
WestRock
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from enjoying days in the forest with “boots on
the ground” conducting forest inventory to using
drones and gathering information in a matter of
hours or just minutes.
Although the COVID-19 crisis has stopped WFFA
members from having meetings in person, I believe
it has probably had less affect overall on small
tree farmers because of our penchant to get out
and work the land which will help keep us all much
healthier in the long run. I sincerely hope WFFA
weathers this crisis without the loss of a single
member to it!
In closing I would like to say that I will look forward
to working with Dick Alescio over the next two
years as First Past President. I support his efforts
to increase membership and hope for very positive
results.
Vic Musselman
2018-20 WFFA President
Silver
Atkins Tree Farm
Bloedel Timberlands Development, Inc.
Boise Cascade Company
Hama Hama Company
Idaho Forest Group
Ken Osborn
M&R Services Company
Manke Lumber Company
Pacific Denkmann Company
SDS Lumber Company
Bronze
A.L.R.T. Corporation
Alescio & Associates*
Millwood Timber, Inc.
R.L. Smith Logging, Inc.
Stella-Jones*
TransAlta
Tree Management Plus, Inc.*
Washington Hardwood Commission
Western Timber, Inc.
Copper
Cowlitz River Rigging, Inc.
Fritch Mill
Hadaller Logging*
Hopkins Forestry
Northwest Management, Inc.
Northwest Natural Resources Management LLC*
Pursley Logging Company LLC
Tudor LLC
*Welcome to Our New 2020 Patrons

Meet-A-Member: Dick Alescio, President of the Olympic Chapter
2012-Present, Current WFFA State President
Being elected President
of WFFA is an honor and a
very humbling experience
because of those who have
preceded me in this office,
as well as those who I am
privileged to work with to
help form the current team.
Vic Musselman, who I am
taking over for, is a fellow
tree farmer and Consulting
Forester with his own
forestry business. He championed the WFFA Bylaws
review and updating to completion. I was privileged
to assist him on the Small Forest Landowner Advisory
Committee (SFLOAC) at the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) in Olympia, as well as serve as his
Second Vice President.
My educational background includes a Mechanical
Engineering Degree with a Chemistry Major from
Michigan Tech University and a Commission in the
Army Corps of Engineers. After troop commands
and research and development for the Army, I joined
Scott Paper at their Headquarters
and helped design a couple of
new technology paper machines,
before transferring to the Everett,
Washington, mill. Since 1978, I have
been an Industrial Consulting Engineer
for Refineries, Chemical Plants, Pulp
and Paper, Steel Mills, and Power
Generation facilities and have several
patents pending.

•

•

Providing the education necessary to our Chapter
Presidents and members to better manage their
forest lands with online “How Tos” and personal
“On the Ground Advice” in conjunction with
Washington State University (WSU) Extension
Forestry, Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), and DNR Stewardship Foresters; and
Doubling our efforts
State Officers
for membership
Dick Alescio, President
recruitment by
Court Stanley, 1st VP
explaining WFFA
Ann Stinson, 2nd VP
advantages, including
Bill Scheer, Treasurer
Tax Status knowledge,
Paula Hopkins, Secretary
Forest Education, and
Advocacy in Olympia.
Past Presidents
The Olympic Chapter
Vic Musselman
has printed 4-foot
Patti Playfair
Boyd Wilson
x 4-foot x 8-foot
Advertising Banners to Tom Westergreen
advance this cause; see
Chapter Presidents
related photo.

My background is as a tree farmer in
WFFA advertising banner
Kitsap County and I currently serve as
the Olympic Chapter President. Work on my tree
If you would like more
farm includes a major commercial thinning, which
I am tackling personally. A partial clear cut was
information on the
completed several years ago with a 52-acre replant.
membership recruitment
The replant will be harvested by the next generation. banners, or would like
help recruiting new
How we each feel about our forest lands may not
members in your Chapter,
be exactly the same; however, we are all devoted
please feel free to
to our trees and the verdant wooded landscape. My
forestry perspective includes:
contact me at president@
• Having forest land to personally manage and
wafarmforestry.com.
work on;
• Doing my best for our State Team to insure that
our small forest landowners (SFLOs) stay on their Look forward to future
articles from Dick in your
land as long as they would like and do not feel
“Landowner News” issues.
pressured by development;

Blue Mountain – Greg Kelly
Clark – Bob Brink
Cowlitz – Ron Pursley
Grays Harbor – Howard
Wilson
Kittitas – Phil Hess
Lewis – Dave Roberts
Mount Adams – Jim White
Northeast – Gregg Meyer
Olympic – Dick Alescio
Pacific – Nick Somero
Pierce – Dick & Paula Hopkins
South Sound – Justin Becker
Spokane – Randy Burke
Upper Puget Sound – Bob
Layton
Whatcom – Herb Barker
Staff
Elaine Oneil, Executive
Director
Kelly Zandell, Executive
Assistant
Heather Hansen,
Government Relations
Consultant
Bill Scheer, Office Manager

3

Legislative Update

By Heather Hansen, Government Relations Consultant

Elections
The election cycle will result in
many new legislators this year.
There will be at least four new
Senators due to retirements.
Based on the results of the
primary, those four Senate
seats will most likely be filled
with a candidate from the
same party. An additional four
Senators, two from each party, could lose their seat to a challenger.
In the House, there will be a minimum of twelve
new members due to retirements. Most of the
seats are likely to be filled by the same party. Another six sitting legislators are in danger of losing
their seat to a challenger, in some cases, from the
same party. It appears that the Democrat majorities in both houses are likely to stay the same or
increase.
What does this mean for you? In many cases, Washington State is becoming more polarized. Moderate Republicans and Democrats are being replaced
by those with more extreme views. Some of the
battleground seats are in districts with lots of trees
and lots of WFFA members.
Ballots for the general election will be mailed
October 16 and must be returned by November 3.
The most important thing you can to for your tree
farm this year is vote.
State Budget – Overall
The state budget will experience a cash deficit in
August 2020, according to the Office of Financial
Management (OFM). State law requires the Governor to make across-the-board cuts to spending if
a cash deficit
is projected
in a particular
fund. It remains to be
seen if that
law will be
followed. In
September
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2010 during the recession, Governor Gregoire
implemented across-the-board cuts due to a cash
deficit in the general fund. The only alternative to
the Governor making across the board cuts, is for
the Governor to call the legislature into special
session so they can make more nuanced cuts. (The
legislature cannot call itself into session, only the
Governor can do that.)
Agency Budgets
All State Agencies are in the process of developing
their budget proposals for the 2021 legislative
session. Each agency prepares a budget proposal,
which goes to the OFM. The Governor’s staff uses
these proposals to prepare the Governor’s budget
proposal. The Governor’s proposed budget may or
may not include everything the agencies ask for.
The Governor’s proposed budget will be released
sometime after the November election. When the
legislature convenes in January, they will use the
Governor’s budget as a guide, but they can add or
delete anything they wish. The legislature has the
final say on what gets funded.
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) draft
legislative priorities for 2021 include 24 separate
items with a per item cost ranging from zero to
$12 million. Two of the items are very familiar to
WFFA members:
• Family Forest Fish Passage Program (FFFPP)
(Cost: $10 million) – A cost share program that
helps small forest landowners replace fish passage barriers
• Forestry Riparian Easement Program (FREP)
(Cost: $10.4 million) – Allows DNR to purchase
50-year forest riparian conservation easements
from small forest landowners to cover half of
the disproportionate financial impact of the expanded riparian protections of the Forests and
Fish law
Another budget item also sounds similar:
• Rivers and Habitat Open Space Program
(RHOSP) (Cost: $6.1 million) – Allows acquisition of perpetual conservation easements from
private forest landowners to protect channel
migration zones and critical habitat for threatened and endangered species
• DNR is also planning to run a policy bill to
amend the law to clarify the intent of each type

of open space within the RHOSP program and
separate the funding to provide a better chance
for more total appropriated funding. (Note that
funding for this program competes with funding for FREP and FFFPP.)
DNR also plans to ask for $25 million for the Forest Health/Wildfire program. Activities under this
program can occur on state, small landowner, large
timber company, and federal lands. The propos-

al intends to link the Forest Action Plan, Forest
Health Strategic Plan and Wildfire Strategic Plan.
A request for $3.68 million would replace the forest practices permit database system (FPARS) with
an interactive e-business application that would
improve program functionality, efficiency and customer service.
All of these proposals could be modified before
the legislative session begins in January.

Highlights, Tips and Tricks of the New WFFA Website
Jon Matson, WFFA IT Consultant

As our Executive Director discussed in her page
one article, our Tech Team has been hard at work
designing and implementing a new website for
WFFA. To encourage you to visit the website, and to
help you navigate the new site, we’ve put together
some highlights, tips and tricks of the new WFFA
website:
•
•

•

•

•

The new website is designed to be more
usable from any type of device whether it be a
computer, phone, or tablet.
The login process and user profile page that
comes up when you log in is cleaner and more
concise with easy access to your profile record.
There is an Account page where you can change
your password and your email address, the
Member Information page where you can make
changes to other values in your profile such as
address or phone number, and Membership
Renewal where you can easily take care of your
annual membership renewal in the winter of each
year.
Please be mindful of the importance of giving
us your primary email address and remembering
which address you gave us because that is the key
value to your account.
We have made some changes to the layout and
navigation of the site. All of the content that you
are used to seeing is still there but now we’ve put
the items that are of most interest to returning
visitors, like members, at the bottom of the page
in the footer menu. There’s more room there to
expand the list of all the pages and items that you
can visit as a logged-in member.
Just above the footer menu you’ll find links to
our social media accounts. By the way… next to
the social media icons is a widget to sign up for
the Stewards of the Land e-newsletter that you, as
a member, can ignore. You are already on the list
for all of our publications when you join.

•

•

•

•

•

Don’t miss the
“Educational
Resources”
module in the
middle of the
front page.
Featured there
are a list of
Frequently Asked Questions, a tab containing
links to educational articles sorted by subject,
and the Table of Contents for a series of chapters
about Forestry Basics written by one of our longtime members, Bryon Loucks.
The chapter pages are still there with a new look,
and are accessible from several different points:
the top menu drop-down list that appears when
you roll your mouse over the word “Chapter”, the
chapter page itself that opens when you click on
the word “Chapter” in the top menu, and from
an expanded listing in the footer menu at the
bottom of most pages of the site.
On your chapter page, don’t forget that you can
click on the slideshow picture on the left side to
see a larger version of the show.
A click-saving tip is that while visiting the various
pages of the site, if you can see the WFFA logo
and slogan at the top of the page, you can click
that to quickly return to the front page.
And if you’re ever having trouble finding what
you’re looking for, try out the new search bar at
the very top of most pages where you can enter a
key word to search on.

We hope you like the new website’s features. If you have
any helpful feedback, feel free to contact Jon Matson at
jon@jkematson.org.
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Elmore Vance Tree Farm:
2020 Washington Tree Farmer of the Year
“Cascade mountains have a hold on me. They say
home is where you find it. These mountains are home
to me. Logging trucks and blacktail bucks, Cascade
mountains have a hold on me.”
The inspiration for these music lyrics is the 149acre Elmore Vance Tree Farm, which is the 2020
Washington Tree Farmer of the Year and the home
of Patty and Rory Vance.
Patty is a second-generation owner of the tree
farm that her father Ernie Elmore purchased in
1965. In 1980, Patty married Rory Vance and they
moved to the rural property. “For those first 20
years, we had to produce our own electricity,” she
says. Their property is now fully electrified, with
a house whose windows overlook the expansive
Gifford Pinchot National Forest and provide the
views that inspire Rory, who’s a songwriter and
musician.
In 1993, following the passing of her father, Patty
and her brother, Bob Elmore, assumed ownership
of the property, and Patty became the manager.
Although she worked for the US Forest Service
as a field technician, she wasn’t fully prepared
for the work required to manage a tree farm
or write a management plan. “Thirty-two years
ago, I harvested my first clearcut and submitted
the forest application myself,” she says. “I can’t
believe I was brave enough to do my own planning,
permitting, burning and planting.”
In 2008, 122 acres was certified by the American
Tree Farm System. Patty credits fellow tree farmers
for serving as mentors, and the Lewis County
Farm Forestry Association for connecting her with
educational resources.
“Patty has been the pillar of membership
recruitment and maintenance for Lewis County
Farm Forestry Association for many years,” says
Devon Powell, past president of the Lewis County
Farm Forestry Association. “Patty has always been
eager to learn more about managing her forest by
attending Lewis County Farm Forestry Association
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2020 TFOY Awardees: Patty and Rory Vance, Annalise and Deanna Combs

meetings. Patty’s enthusiasm for learning about
forestry is obvious when she attends our chapter
meetings.”
Patty manages the tree farm for multiple
objectives: generate income from commercial
harvest, provide opportunities for family
recreation, and enhance wildlife habitat. Along
the half-mile-long stream and wetlands that runs
through the property, she’s removing the mature
red alders and planting western redcedar to
increase the presence of conifers. There’s a 15year harvest plan in place, and in addition to the
commercial timber harvests, trees are harvested
for Rory’s hobby of furniture making.
Connecting the next generation to the family tree
farm is also a priority for Patty. Fourth-generation
grandniece Annalise Combs also calls the tree farm
home, and family members frequently visit for
family reunions or outings. Hiking, berry picking,
and mushroom gathering are a number of the
activities that everyone enjoy and connects the
next generations to the tree farm.
“I feel my family is fortunate that my father
planted the seed that the property remains in our
family for generations and generations to come,”
says Patty.
For more information on our partners at the
Washington Tree Farm Program, and to view all
three videos of the 2020 nominees, visit https://
www.watreefarm.org/2019-tree-farmer-of-the-yearaward/.

Native Trees & Shrubs
• Quality Native Conifers,
Shrubs and Hardwoods
• Contract Growing
• Custom Propagation
• Willow & Cottonwood
Live Stakes

Providing the conservation and
restoration community with
conservation grade seedlings
and cuttings since 1993.

WACD Plant Materials Center
Jessica Oman, Sales Manager
Jim Brown, Manager
360-757-1094

16564 Bradley Road, Bow, WA 98232
pmcsales@gmx.com
http://www.wacdpmc.org/

Washington Department of Natural
Resources Domestic Mill Log Prices
Coast and Eastside Domestic Log Price Averages

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/
TimberSaleAuction/Pages/psl_ts_query.aspx or
www.dnr.wa.gov

The Washington Log Market Report
Contact for a full report subscription
John Lindberg • 360-693-6766
logmkt@comcast.net

September 1, 2020 Western Washington Report
Summary
Domestic Log Price Range Averages
Douglas Fir #2 saw		
$ 738.79/mbf
Douglas Fir 8”-11”			
$ 712.29/mbf
Douglas Fir chip/saw		
$ 74.73/ton
Hemlock
#2 saw		
$ 559.41/mbf
Hemlock
8”-11”			$ 551.13/mbf
Hemlock
chip/saw		
$ 56.42/ton
Red Cedar				$ 1310.00/mbf
Alder saw
12” +			
$ 516.67/mbf

WFFA 2021 Annual Meeting
April 26-28
Heathman Lodge, Vancouver, WA
Chapter Hosts: Cowlitz and Clark
Program Focus: Growing Trees

•

Monday, April 26 – WFFA Executive Board
Meeting and Informal Evening Gathering

•

Tuesday, April 27 – WFFA Annual Meeting

•

Wednesday, April 28 – Field Tour
Check out our new wafarmforestry.com
website for AM21 updates and look for
registration details to be posted soon.

Export Log Price Range Averages
Douglas Fir 12” + Japan		
Douglas Fir 12” + Hi China
Douglas Fir 8-11” + Japan
Douglas Fir 8” + Korea/China
Hemlock
12” + J-K		
Hemlock
12” + Hi China
Hemlock
8-11” K		
Hemlock
8” + China		

$ 770/mbf
$ 550/mbf
$ 748/mbf
$ 582/mbf
$ 526/mbf
$ 496/mbf
$ 510/mbf
$ 488/mbf

WFFA Members,
We noted significant increases in the pricing for
our September 2020 Log Market Report from
John Lindberg. We asked John for some insight
into the pricing being quite strong right now and
a projection as to if the market might stay this
way for a while. John said his only thought is,
"Don't finalize sales on timberland based on this
market, but if you have volume available to log,
do it."
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Steve Stinson Scholarship
Fund Sustaining Gift
Requests to support worthy causes come frequently,
much rarer are offers of support inspired by the
giver. We are delighted to receive a sustaining gift
to the Steve Stinson Scholarship Fund from Port
Blakely to honor Court Stanley’s retirement and
support a charity of his choice. Should you be so
inspired, gifts to the Steve Stinson Scholarship Fund
can be directed to the Family Forest Foundation, PO
Box 1364, Chehalis, WA 98532 or via the website
www.familyforestfoundation.org/steven-d-stinsonleadership-in-natural-resources-scholarship-fund/.

WFFA:

A crop today,
another tomorrow
through good
forest
management.
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SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
DONATION

Awesome Autumn
Activities
Whether you’re enjoying some time inside or looking to venture
out on your tree farm, make the most of the wonderful offerings
of autumn:
•

Visit the WSU Extension Forestry http://forestry.wsu.edu/
website and join them for an online education event;

•

Explore your tree farm’s fall foliage, take in the fall scents
and make a colorful leaf collage or leaf rubbings with your
children or grandchildren;

•

Renew your WFFA membership early on the wafarmforestry.
com website;

•

In all you do, stay safe as Washington State is in the midst
of our successful Safe Start
progression. Enjoy your time
at home. If you head out, wear
your mask, keep six feet apart
and wash your hands. For
more information on staying
safe during the COVID-19
recovery process, visit
coronavirus.wa.gov.

