
November 13, 2019 Re: Water Typing System Rule Recommendations

Washington State Forest Practice Board      
P.O. Box 47012 
Olympia, WA  98504-7012         

Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board,

My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I represent small forestland owners and 
the Washington Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) on the TFW Policy Committee.

First, I want to publicly recognize the strong leadership and meaningful collaboration displayed by Water 
Typing System Board Committee Chair Guenther and each and every member of the Water Typing 
System committee, as well as DNR staff.  The entire committee role-modeled active listening, open and 
candid dialogue (both within the committee and with members of the general public and caucus 
representatives who attended the committee meetings) and a strong commitment to shared problem 
solving.  Well-done!

Next, I want to submit the following public comments to the Board on the Committee’s recommendations. 
There is simply not enough time to comment fully on all nine recommendations, so I will concentrate on a 
critical few:

Recommendation #1: Clarifying the goals and targets for the water typing system rule.

WFFA supports this recommendation.  As I last commented to the Board at the June FPB meeting, I 
strongly request that the Board clearly states / restates the specific performance objectives and criteria 
as the basis for any permanent Type F water typing system rule.

Recommendations #2 and 3: Acknowledging that DNR will re-do the PHB spatial analysis; 
Requesting DNR to engage with TFW Policy caucus leads…on the…PHB and AFF spatial 
analyses.

WFFA also strongly supports these two recommendations. Again, as I commented at the June FPB 
meeting, I implore the Board to instruct DNR staff to work collaboratively with WFPA, other caucuses and 
contractors with appropriate GIS / spatial analysis expertise to properly complete and reconcile spatial 
analyses performed on all PHB and anadromous fish floor alternatives adopted by the FPB at their 
February 2018 meeting, including the Landowner (WFPA / WFFA / WSAC) alternative.

Recommendation #5:  Requesting CMER…develop revised study designs for the PHB validation, 
physical characteristics, and map based LiDAR model studies.

WFFA generally supports this recommendation but encourages the Board to clarify that these three field 
studies should be combined into one effort.  All of these water typing approaches need to have a single 
performance target and ultimately strive to locate the exact same F/N break location, no matter which 
approach is used.  

Recommendation #6: Acknowledging a map-based modeled water typing system is one of the 
goals of a permanent water typing system rule.



As I have commented numerous times to this Board, a map-based modeled water typing system is 
particularly important to small forest landowners.  Prior Board actions have emphasized that the 
permanent water typing rule system address the needs of small forest landowners.

RCW 76.09.370(1) requires the forest practice rules to be consistent with the Forests & Fish Report 
(FFR).  Within the FFR and the HCP, the boundary between Type and Type N waters was to be 
determined by a model-produced map meeting specific landscape scale precision and equitable error 
allocation criteria.  All caucuses agreed to curtail electro-fishing only after a map-based rule was 
implemented. In 2001, the Board agreed that default physical criteria for presumption of fish use would 
be dropped in favor of a model map which identified fish habitat as soon as model maps were 
implemented; there was never an expectation that default physical criteria would be carried forward into 
a permanent rule.

If the Board recommends an approach that removes a model map from the permanent rule, the Board 
needs to consider the potential legal consequences of such an action and assess the potential impact on 
their rule-making timeline and the SEPA process.

Once again, WFFA strongly encourages the Board to retain a map-based model as an element of any 
permanent water typing rule. 

Recommendation 7: Establishment of the AFF Workgroup

WFFA supports the on-going efforts of the Anadromous Fish Floor Workgroup and the Committee 
recommendation for that workgroup. 

Finally, WFFA supports the remaining Committee recommendations, with a few minor caveats, which I 
do not have the time today to explain fully to you.  I refer you to Darin Cramer’s and WFPA’s letter to the 
Board dated November 10, 2019, referencing “Comments on Water Typing Subcommittee 
Recommendations”.  WFFA and I personally share many of the concerns and support all of the 
recommendations voiced in that letter.
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to you today and I look forward to continue to work with 
the entire Board and the Water Typing Rule Committee on these issues.

Steve Barnowe-Meyer

Washington Farm Forestry Association
(360) 880-0689
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