
 
 
 
February 9, 2022     Re:  Board Manual Section 22 AMP agenda item  
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairwoman Smith and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Ken Miller, co-representing SFLOs and Washington Farm Forestry Association 
along with Steve Barnowe-Meyer on the TFW Policy Committee.  The State Auditor’s report 
emphasized the need for the AMP to review and strengthen our Dispute Resolution process.  
Colleen has presented some recommended edits to your Board Manual Section 22 guidance.  
These recommendations all seem appropriate. 

The point I wish to make today is to emphasize that for the AMP to work as envisioned in BM 22 
we have to walk the talk, regardless of how painful or time consuming!  Even well-intentioned 
shortcuts get us into trouble/create unproductive conflict.  Policy is about to try to resolve such 
an example.  It’s not appropriate for me to share too much detail but in summary: Policy asked 
CMER to provide responses to SOP 6-questions on outside science; Policy eventually received 
two papers, one responsive to the questions, & one not responsive to the questions (but 
following CMER leadership guidance); all CMER parties were initially involved in the formal 
Dispute Resolution process; some then wanted to discontinue the process; others wanted to 
complete the DR process by going into Stage 2, but were denied that option.  There are lots of 
extenuating circumstances, confusion, personnel changes, & blame to go around in both CMER 
& Policy (in my opinion). 

Policy is now trying to sort out next steps and faced with conflicting questions/concerns such as: 
how much more time is it going to take to complete the process correctly?; should we give 
CMER clearer instructions & ask them to finish their assignment?; will we learn anything new?; 
should Policy ignore one parties denial of full DR processes, or as they stated they were: “. . 
deeply aggrieved at the novel interpretation of the CMER dispute resolution protocol that 
dismissed the mediation stage of our dispute.” 

My bet is that we are going to resolve these questions within Policy’s Dispute Resolution 
process - so you don’t have to resolve.  If not, updating BM 22 will be a pointless endeavor! 

Sincerely, 

 
Ken Miller 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
360-999-8595 


