
 
 
 
February 10, 2021      Re: State Auditor Performance Audit Report 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board: 
 
My name is Ken Miller, co-representing SFLOs and Washington Farm Forestry Association along with 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer on the TFW Policy Committee.  I offer the following general comments regarding 
the Adaptive Management Program and the State Auditor Performance Audit Report: 

- Few SFLOs understand/appreciate AMP – but the WFFA Leadership does respect the potential 
benefits of a well-functioning AMP.  Despite being exasperatingly slow it seems better than any 
other options on tough issues – and powerful when we all agree.  
 

- We do appreciate the changes that gave us a full seat at the AMP table (albeit we are still shorted 
on the participation grant funding).  However, until the 1999 RCW regulatory deference 
requirements for “relatively low impact” prescriptions for SFLOs are fulfilled/realized we will 
continue to feel like secondary citizens in an important process. 
 

- The processes do allow members to get to know one another where friendships and greater 
respect for each other can blunt some of the sharper substantive issues.  We share a bond with 
all others in the AMP that care about forest stewardship and keeping forestland forested – a bond 
we believe should overshadow the science gaps with simpler/common sense solutions - 
particularly for SFLOs who are economically & technically disadvantaged.  Respect & 
appreciation (for us and for our property rights), and incentives (even small ones) achieve 
conservation best with SFLOs, particularly when the science is unclear.  
 

- Changes should only occur when substantial science supports the change, or significant 
functional problems/opportunities are found in the field.  Changes should honor/balance all the 
F&F goals/4 legs with shared risks in a process where economics are more than an afterthought. 
 

- We often deal with tough issues – somehow we need to gear up for and utilize the Dispute 
Resolution process more frequently/more effectively/more efficiently to bring issues to a head 
rather than waste time on avoidance do-loops that tend to simply extend decision making. 
 

Conceptually it’s a great process; functionally we all need to do better at understanding other points of 
view/needs; we need outside help like CPeace; and more frequent process audits from the State Auditor.  
 
Respectfully, 
  

Ken Miller 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
 


