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Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board, I am Elaine Oneil, Executive Director of the 
Washington Farm Forestry Association.  I am speaking today on the CMER Master Project Schedule and Budget 
Revision.   

I am going to echo Mark Hicks comments regarding the hard work it took to cut $1.9M from a budget.  It was a 
tough haul.  And I especially commend Mark himself for looking under every rock to find ways to cut costs 
without cutting value.  I am pleased that the consensus Policy committee recommendations before you have 
retained the NGO and County participation grants for this biennium. The retention of those grants ensured 
that small forest landowners, who represent nearly 50% of private forest landowners, could remain at the 
table. Without them we could not.  Therefore, I urge you to approve this consensus budget proposal.   

Now, during this budget exercise I was more than a little surprised to learn that despite DNR assurances in 
2013 that we all had the same participation funding, that turned out to be not the case.  As it stands now, the 
Conservation Caucus base grant is nearly 3x that of the small forest landowners, the counties, and the large 
landowners.  As I stated to the policy group – I did not realize that there was an Orwellian Animal Farm 
scenario playing out right in front of us. While it would have been opportune for us to hold up the consensus 
until this inequity was addressed, we felt it was more important to handle the immediate funding crisis than 
fight for equity at this time.  That means this gross inequity will remain for the remainder of this biennium. For 
the next biennium we will be asking for parity between all parties for the base grant as a condition of 
consensus.  That will be true regardless of the eventual funding level which could take a significant hit given 
the expected economic fallout of COVID-19.   

And finally, I hope you and your families all remain well and safe.  While this is challenging for everyone, we 
will get through this.     I received a compelling perspective piece the other day which helped immensely.  I will 
append it to the written record for your review.  
  

“For a small amount of perspective at this moment, imagine you were born in 1900. When you are 14, World 
War I starts, and ends on your 18th birthday with 22 million people killed. Later in the year, a Spanish Flu 
epidemic hits the planet and runs until you are 20. Fifty million people die from it in those two years. Yes, 50 
million. When you're 29, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment hits 25%, global GDP drops 27%. 
That runs until you are 33. The country nearly collapses along with the world economy. When you turn 39, 
World War II starts. You aren’t even over the hill yet. When you're 41, the United States is fully pulled into 
WWII. Between your 39th and 45th birthday, 75 million people perish in the war and the Holocaust kills six 
million. At 52, the Korean War starts and five million perish. At 64 the Vietnam War begins, and it doesn’t 
end for many years. Four million people die in that conflict. Approaching your 62nd birthday you have the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War. Life on our planet, as we know it, could well have 
ended. Great leaders prevented that from happening. As you turn 75, the Vietnam War finally ends. Think of 
everyone on the planet born in 1900. How do you survive all of that? A kid in 1985 didn’t think their 85 year 
old grandparent understood how hard school was. Yet those grandparents (and now great grandparents) 
survived through everything listed above. Perspective is an amazing art. Let’s try and keep things in 
perspective. Let’s be smart, help each other out, and we will get through all of this.” In the history of the 
world, there has never been a storm that lasted. This too, shall pass.”  


