
 
 
May 8, 2019     Re: Draft Water Typing System Rule and other materials 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board       
P.O. Box 47012  
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 

Good afternoon Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board, 
 
My name is Steve Barnowe-Meyer and, along with Ken Miller, I represent small forestland owners and 
the Washington Farm Forestry Association on the TFW Policy Committee. 

It is also my distinct honor and privilege to represent small forest landowners and work with DNR staff 
and the other TFW caucuses to prepare draft rule language for the permanent water typing rule, as well 
as develop the field protocol guidelines for water typing within Board Manual Section 23. 

Significant progress has been made within the Board Manual 23 development stakeholder group to 
describe the steps for identifying the water type break between Type F (fish habitat) and Type N (non-
fish habitat) waters, particularly when applying the Fish Habitat Assessment Methodology (FHAM).  In 
addition, we have been utilizing prior relevant guidance from Board Manual 13 and prior 
recommendations from technical work groups to develop and clarify best management practices for 
electro-fishing surveys.  We still have numerous issues to resolve, so our work is not yet complete, but 
significant collaborative progress is being made.  As noted in your meeting materials, Board Manual 23 
cannot be completed until the Board has chosen which anadromous fish floor or which PHB option will 
be included in the permanent water typing rule. 

Progress has also been made in the draft rule-making stakeholder group, but issues likewise remain.  
The issue of greatest concern to the Small Forest Landowner Caucus is a DNR staff recommendation to 
delete (from draft rule) use of regulatory maps based on a LiDAR / GIS fish habitat prediction model that 
may be adopted by the Board.  Such regulatory maps would be an alternative to use of FHAM, default 
physical stream criteria or ID teams for determining the Type F / N breaks.  Although no such LiDAR-
based prediction model currently exists, development of just such a Type F / N break model alternative 
remains a high research priority in the CMER Master Project Schedule, and adoption by the Board of a 
regulatory LiDAR-based fish habitat model is extremely important to small forest landowners.  The Board 
may decide to accept DNR’s recommended deletion of a model alternative but I feel obligated to directly 
inform you about their recommendation and hope you will instead decide to retain a model option in rule. 

The recommended draft rule language for off-channel habitat still needs to be revised to meet the motion 
passed by the Board at your May 10, 2017 meeting and an appropriate Board Manual location for off-
channel habitat guidance still needs to be determined.  

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to you from the Small Forest Landowner Caucus and 
Washington Farm Forestry Association. 
 
Steve Barnowe-Meyer 
 
 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 
(360) 880-0689 


