
 
 

Testimony of Dr. Elaine Oneil to the Washington State Forest Practices Board on 
November 13, 2018 with comments on the Forest Practices Board Tour of the Westside 

Riparian Template Proposal 

 

Chairman Bernath and members of the Forest Practices Board, I am Dr. Elaine Oneil, Executive 
Director of the Washington Farm Forestry Association.  I would like to personally thank you for your 
willingness to tour Ken Miller’s tree farm yesterday to obtain a visual perspective on the WFFA riparian 
template proposal.  As Ken noted, there are really 3 site-specific conditions for fish streams that have 
been proposed and are under evaluation for the westside riparian template. The site-specific conditions 
are for streams > 15 feet wide, 5-10 feet wide, and less than 5 feet wide.  Imagining how a 25’ buffer on 
a less than 5’ stream would suffice is difficult.  So, I wanted to give you some more visuals to augment 
what Ken demonstrated yesterday.     

Here is an example of a candidate stream.   Based on physical defaults, this is a fish stream. It has no 
water in it from May-October. It is less than 5’ wide.  Yes, there is a channel under there - in these 
locations - but it goes underground in the flatter areas.   The slope break is at about 25’ from BFW at 
this location, but it varies a bit moving downstream.  The deciduous canopy is falling apart.   The red 
lines on the photos show the stream location and bankfull width.

  

 



 
Yes, there were conifers in there at one time.  But 
probably not for 100 years or more, and even then, it 
would have been a mixed conifer site.  Conifer 
restoration might be an option, but it won’t result in 
conifer near the stream, and risk of failure is high.   

 

 

That is because there is a healthy deer population on 
site, which means that any planted conifers would 
need continuous protection until they grow beyond the 
deer browsing height (>6’ from the browsed trees in 
the area).  Figuring the cost of conifer restoration, 
(seedlings, planting, browse protection, stakes, re-
staking protection, brush control) concomitant with the 
quality of the existing timber, the likelihood of using a 
conifer restoration template is low. It could grow 
another good crop of alder with a few mixed conifer 
quite nicely.  Without management it will continue its 
current trajectory towards a brush field with only 
incidental scattered tree cover.   

 

 


