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2021 ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
TREE SALE GOES VIRTUAL

Shifting with the times, we transitioned our annual tree
sale from a totally in-person event to online orders with
pre-payment and curbside pickup. It was time
consuming, but we were able to know in advance that we
were sold out (which doesn’t always happen) and the
money was already in the bank when the trees were
delivered to purchasers. New signs were made by Dan
Koehler & Don Assink.
Kudos to Lisa Tiemersma, Tree Sale Chairperson for
spearheading this huge undertaking and to Tom
Westergreen for making sure we had 23,000 trees to sell.
Many thanks to Jon Matson, who does computer work
for WFFA. He set up our online Store and answered
questions throughout the online sale. Thanks to Lynden
Tribune and KGMI for plugging our sale as well as all the
businesses that allow us to post a flyer. Northwest
Washington Fairgrounds staff were super helpful which
just goes to show - It definitely takes a village to do a tree
sale and we all reap the benefits of more trees growing in
our area. Click here for the full recap.

CAPTURING WILDLIFE ON
CAMERA AT NOURSE TREE FARM

David New, co-owner of Nourse Tree Farm, talked
about his experiences using game cameras on their
property in a WFFA virtual meeting held on February
16. There were a wide variety of animals depicted –
bear, deer, beaver, hawks, owls, coyote, fish and more.
He also gave tips on height to place a camera, angles to
consider, activity level of the chosen area, wide-angle
lens or not, and other things he learned along the way.
Thanks David for the great meeting and representing
our Chapter so well. David has made a number of
videos from their Tree Farm which are available by
clicking here.

BLACK MTN FORESTRY CENTER
About 12 members gathered in May at the Black
Mountain Forestry Center to have a tour from Mike
Impero about the exhibits and the history of logging.
Long-time WCFFA member Phil Cloward and his wife,
Joanne, were instrumental in creating, caring for and
during his lifetime, providing tours of the Center.

WESTERGREEN TREE FARM TOUR

KING OF THE WOODS

The Westergreen family hosted a tour in July with 60
attendees enjoying the ponds, ridges, meadows,
sweeping views and yes, the trees on their Tree Farm.
For a full recap and photos, click here.

Ken Bevis, renowned Department of Natural Resources
troubadour, graced us with his wit and wisdom during
the Westergreen Tree Farm Tour. He also entertained
us during lunch with his “King of the Woods” song.
Click here to hear the song and to see if you agree with
his choice of who the King of the Woods is.

PHIL CLOWARD REMEMBERED

VEDDER’S EDGE TREE FARM TOUR

Ed & Tom Westergreen

Dean Zender, Dick & Jan Vollmer, Dan & Jessica Koehler

Long-time Board member, Phil Cloward, was
remembered for his devotion to the Black Mountain
Forestry Center, his service on the Whatcom County Farm
Forestry Association Board, 5th Grade Conservation Tour
and the many ways he gave back to his community at a
memorial in October at the East Whatcom Regional
Resource Center. In his memory, a bench was donated by
WCFFA to the Resource Center with a plaque stating – “In
memory of Phil Cloward and his love of trees and
community.” Thanks to Board member and Phil’s good
friend, Dan Koehler, for spearheading this effort.

ASIAN GIANT HORNET TRAPS
Several Chapter members became citizen scientists by
participating in a trapping program for Asian Giant
Hornets from July – November. The Hornets pose a
serious threat to honeybees, other insects and even
humans. Thanks to our Chapter members who
participated – Hollowarrow Farm and Wefer Tree Farm.

Thanks to the Edge family for hosting a quick tour of
the Vedder’s Edge Tree Farm and showing the 20
attendees how to make a holiday wreath. For a recap
with lots of photos, click here.

NEW MEMBERS
We’d like to extend a very warm welcome to new
members to our Chapter in 2021.
 Bradlee Frierott & children – Jade, Denali &
Ohana – Maple Falls
 Jerry and Lurline Hammer – Everson
 Paul & Lori Murphy – Bellingham (welcome back)
 Debra Barnett - Bellingham
 Hollie Del Vecchio – Mount Vernon (also a UPS
Chapter member)
 Mike and Connie Farinha - Ferndale
 James Rupke - Deming
 Dave Tempero & Robin Barker - Bellingham

DEMING LOG SHOW BLEACHER SIGN

ALPINE MEADOWS CHRISTMAS
TREE FARM TOUR

In support of the Deming Log Show and to get a little plug
out there for our Chapter, the Board voted to purchase a
Bleacher Sign that will be at the Deming Log Show Arena
showing our support of the timber industry.

UPPER PUGET SOUND TOUR
In support of an adjacent Chapter’s efforts to increase
interest in their activities, eleven members of our Chapter
attended a tour at Ken Osborn’s Devil’s Creek Road Tree
Farm, part of Nookachamp Forest LLC in Skagit County.
We also assisted them in developing an informational
flyer about their efforts.

OFFICER & BOARD ELECTIONS
Congratulations to Officers who were elected for one
year through 4/30/22:
President – Herb Barker,
Vice President – Jan Vollmer,
Treasurer – Karen Bellingar,
Secretary – Helen Arntson
And congratulations to Board members serving through
4/30/24:
 David New
 Lisa Tiemersma/Wendy Wefer-Clinton
These positions are vital to a well-functioning
organization. Thanks to all our members who took time
to vote and we encourage you to contact us if you are
interested in running for a position. Please send an email
to: whatcom@wafarmforestry.com

Jan Vollmer, Marlene & Rich Dawson, Ken Stremler

Ken Stremler and his family opened up their Alpine
Meadows Christmas Tree Farm for a tour by 13
members. Ken talked about how he dreamed of having
a Christmas Tree Farm and how it all came to be a
reality. Thanks Ken for sharing your story and wisdom.
For a recap with photos, click here.

MEMBER RESOURCES
We make an effort to keep members posted about
potential resources whether it is offerings of
Washington Farm Forestry Assoc. (WCFFA), or
educational opportunities through Washington State &
Oregon State University Forestry Extension programs
and the Department of Natural Resources. They have a
wealth of taped presentations and other information
available on their websites. And don’t forget the WFFA
website with an amazing array of resources.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Know someone who might be interested in the
Washington Farm Forestry Association? Encourage
them to go to the state webpage and click on the “Join”
tab. A state membership is required to be a Chapter
member.

Chinese Proverb: The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is NOW.

Our annual Tree Sale will be all online, with pre-sale orders only – no in-person sales. The
website to place orders will be accessible to the public starting February 1. Tree pickup day
will be Saturday, March 19, 2022 at the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds in Lynden.
Volunteers will be needed from 7:45 am until noon to fill orders and get them wrapped for
pickup. Email WWC2471@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering.

