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2020 ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
NOURSE TREE FARM

ANNUAL TREE SALE

With 17,889 trees (16 species) to sell, 62 volunteers
(including 13 from a Boy Scout troop) dug in under the
leadership of Chairperson, Lisa Tiemersma, to sell most
of the trees in two hours. We were inside a huge barn
at the Fair Grounds so everyone could be inside with lots
of room and avoid the bitter northeast wind outside. We
had our sale right before the Stay Home order came out,
so turnout was a little smaller than normal, but we were
still able to sell all but 1,000 trees. Those ended up being
sold after the sale with only 110 Mugo pine transplanted
into a garden to hit the sale block (a little bit bigger)
again next year.

In June, David New had a Webinar presentation – The
Nourse Tree Farm, Our Tree Farm Story. Snohomish
County is the home of the Nourse Tree Farm, belonging to
the New Family, who were the 2019 National Outstanding
Tree Farmers of the Year. David New generously provided
all WFFA members with a webinar featuring photos, videos
and story-telling to present the history of the farm,
woodland management, the four ATFP precepts of Wood, Gross revenue was $18,258.15. Costs including the trees
Wildlife, Water, and Recreation, as well as succession was $7,653.41 leaving a net profit of $10,604.74. We
had a new layout for this year’s sale, which we will look
planning, and salmon stream restoration.
to do again in the future as it allowed everyone to wait
To see each video, click on the appropriate topic: Nourse
inside and it provided a better flow. Changes in the
story, succession planning or salmon stream restoration.
tabulating/money end were also made and helped
speed up the lines. Thanks to all who volunteered at the
Tree Sale. We couldn’t do it without YOU.

ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS
Due to COVID-19, we were unable have our Annual Dinner
Meeting. It is a shame as we had several entertaining
speakers and a video planned. This is usually when we
vote on Officers and Board Members. Since we could not
meet, we held the vote electronically. The results were:
 President - Herb Barker (new)
 Vice President – Phil Cloward (new)
 Secretary – Helen Arntson (returning)
 Treasurer - Karen Bellingar (returning)
 Director – Conrad Koehn (new)
 Director – Dan Koehler (returning)

THE FATE OF 400 PONDEROSA
PINE SEEDLINGS SOLVED

Congratulations to all and many thanks to Don Assink who
moves to Past President after being at the helm for three
years and special thanks to Pat Mitchell who leaves our
slate of Officers after many dedicated years of service on The Dilemma - what to do with 400 Ponderosa Pine
seedlings that we usually hand out to students attending
the Board.
the 5th Grade Conservation Tour which was cancelled
due to COVID-19?

5th GRADE CONSERVATION TOUR

The Solution – hand them out to elementary students at
Nooksack, Sumas & Everson schools when they came by
school to pick up school-provided meals and learning
packets. Tree Sale Chairperson and schoolteacher, Lisa
Tiemersma, put together a Smokey the Bear bag from
the Department of Natural Resources along with fun
things for the kids and a free Ponderosa Pine seedling
compliments of WCFFA.

What started out as a dilemma, ended up turning into an
opportunity. We were able to fulfill one of our stated
purposes by continuing to educate students about the
importance of trees. And, we could provide them with
This Tour is normally held in May, but with schools closed,
something positive during these trying times which they
we were unable to do our part on this Tour in the
could take home, plant, and nurture.
traditional way.
Normally 5th grade students are
transported by bus to the Conservation site and then
LOCAL HOME-GROWN TREE
rotate among numerous informational booths sponsored
by various agencies and businesses including WCFFA.
FARM VIDEOS
Instead, there was a Digital Forest Tour provided to
teachers to use with their students. Our own Board
members participated with Sharon Westergreen creating
five short videos about what she normally talks about at
the Tour and Dick Volmer writing up a procedure for kids
to map their own landscape. Additionally Whatcom
County Conservation District did an activity on soils using
an apple and the Forest Service linked to their online
information on outdoor etiquette.

While we remain unable to gather as a group, we
wondered if any members might like to follow the
example of David New and produce a short video telling
folks about your Tree Farm. We always find out amazing
tidbits when we have in-person Tree Farm tours, but
since we are limited on what we can do in person, we
are wondering if there are members who would like to
share their Tree Farm Story in a 10 to 15 minute video.
This would give you an opportunity to share your story
and things you have learned along the way to not only
help other like-minded folks, but also provide a little bit
of entertainment for other members.

WCFFA HATS

NEW FAMILY MEMBERS
Tom Westergreen, Membership Chairperson, reports
that we had five new family members to our Chapter in
2020. Please join us in welcoming:
 Brian and Suzanne Lange of Sumas
 Randall Card and Kelly McClurg of Bellingham
 Jennifer and Jeffrey Parker of Bellingham
 Gretchen and Allan Klotz of Maple Falls
 Greg and Allie Debruin of Everson

In the market for a new baseball hat? We’ve got one for
you. These specially designed hats are well made and
provide you an opportunity to show your support for our
Chapter. Members can purchase hats for $15 ($20 for
public) by contacting Karen Bellingar at 360-303-1193.

WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION
In September & October, your WCFFA Board submitted
letters of support to the Whatcom County Executive and
Council regarding 2021-22 funding of the Whatcom
Conservation District's Wildfire Risk Reduction
Program. With the support of our organization and many
other individuals and organizations, that funding was
approved.

The Chapter did lose five family members, giving us a
total membership of 61 dedicated families locally, plus
an additional 17 that joined us as a second chapter. We
are very happy to have everyone that is part of the
Whatcom County Chapter.
Growing our membership is always our goal and we
need your help. It has been found that personal contact
is the best way to get new members. If you have a
neighbor who might be interested, ask them to join. If
you need membership brochures or assistance, contact
Tom
at
360-966-3605
or
email
at
tomwestergreen@gmail.com.

PHLL CLOWARD

If you are interested in an on-site wildfire risk
assessment or would like to obtain more information,
contact Jenny Coe at jcoe@whatcomcd.org or 360-5262381, ext. 106. Please be aware they already have a
backlog of requests, so if you are interested in an
assessment, better to contact them now to get on the list.

OVER 1.2 MILLION SOLD
Back in 1958, Olen Fosnaugh, a member of our Chapter
organized our first tree sale. This was open to members
only and about 5,000 trees were sold. The next year we It is with much sadness that we inform you of the
passing, at the age of 83, of our good friend and
held our first tree sale for the public.
Whatcom County Farm Forestry Chapter Vice-President,
Fast forward to 2020 and we have held 62 consecutive Phil Cloward.
Tree Sales, 46 of them at the Lynden Fairgrounds. We have
had a stable supply of trees from 4 nurseries that have Phil had gained a lot of experience and wisdom in those
served us between 24 and 36 years. And yes, as of 2020, 83 years and he was a fountain of information to others
we have actually sold 1,245,811 trees. That’s a lot of green throughout his lifetime. He was one of our forester
added to our little slice of the world, along with all the experts at the Annual Tree Sale and an annual presenter
other good things trees give us relative to the oxygen they for many years at the 5th Grade Conservation Outdoor
provide, pollution reduction, wildlife habitat, erosion Tour. To see his full tribute, click here.
control, and health benefits for us.

ONLINE LEARNING PROMOTIONS DONATIONS IN A TIME OF NEED
With COVID-19 came the need to do things differently. We
could no longer meet in person which meant we couldn’t
have our annual meeting, do tree farm tours, help with the
5th grade Conservation Tour and other things.
Many thanks go out to WSU & OSU Extension Forestry
programs. They have provided webinars, courses and fullday events, all online. This allowed so many folks the
opportunity to continue to educate themselves about
their precious natural resource - trees. In fact, providing At the September Board of Directors meeting we
educational programs are a key purpose of our Chapter.
discussed the challenges facing many groups during
these difficult times. Since we currently have a healthy
In addition to classes, WSU Extension Forestry also offers bank account, it was decided to make some donations to
a number of online resources including small-scale sawmill select groups which have a tie to WCFFA.
& consulting forester directories, numerous recordings of
webinars, articles and an invasive forest weeds website.
 Washington Farm Forestry Association – our state
organization comprised of and for forest landowners
And don’t forget to check out the Washington Farm
who are “Stewards of the Land,” coordinates with
Forestry Association website for various educational
local chapters – like our own Whatcom County
resources including: Frequently Asked Questions, various
chapter. Knowledge is shared among members,
resources by subject and information on forestry basics.
educational opportunities are offered, and a voice for
The forestry basics sections is really a book which includes
small forest landowners in Olympia is made available.
a wealth of information from a seasoned forester.
$500 was donated.
 Washington Tree Farm Program – voluntary
certification program, performed by volunteer
inspectors, along with many other resources that
DONATED SIGNS
ensures healthy privately-owned forestlands that
contribute to our state's clean water, wildlife habitat,
and recreational opportunities, while producing the
jobs, wood, and timber products we all need. $500
was donated.
 Deming Log Show – without the ability to hold a Log
Show this year, the coffers for the “Busted Up Loggers
Fund” didn’t receive their normal boost. Many of our
members use the services of local loggers to harvest
timber so we chose the Log Show for a donation. We
Many thanks to Tom Hovde for redoing our large Tree Sale
purchased a bleacher sign for $750 – which will
signs which had been used for many years and were very
provide ongoing marketing of our Chapter - along
much worse for wear. Tom’s excellent work and generous
with $4,250 for the Busted Up Loggers Fund.
donation are much appreciated.
 Mt. Baker High School FFA – this group of teenagers,
focusing on forestry, have assisted us for many years
If you would like to join us in thanking him, he would like
in a variety of ways. Most notably, they help to
to obtain some fresh Douglas fir limbs, about 3 to 4”
separate and package the 400 to 500 trees that are
diameter with bark intact, preferably from older trees,
normally handed out at the 5th Grade Conservation
which he uses to make holiday ornaments. Prime harvest
Tour. $1,300 was donated for the purchase of
season is September through early March. If you have
technical forestry supplies needed for this group.
some limbs to donate, contact him at 360-676-0667 or
email at tomhovde@comcast.net.

