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  President’s Corner 
  WFFA has rede-

signed the state 
website.  Each chap-
ter has their own 
page. Take a few 
minutes to view the 
new site.  

The rainy season has begun. 
Now is the time to inspect your 
road systems for drainage prob-
lems. Check the ditches and cul-
verts, inlets and outlets, for de-
bris. A little hand shovel work 
now can save big dollars later.
 We are in need of someone to fill 
the vice president position on the 
list of officers.  

The chapter has received a ship-
ment of hats with the chapter logo. 
They are on sale at $15.00 each. 

Chapter Calendar 
 Unfortunately, all chapter 

meetings and twilight tours have 
been suspended due to the 
covid pandemic. Meetings and 
twilight tours will resume once 
it is determined to be safe to re-
sume our meetings. 

IDEAS or SUGGESTIONS??? 
What are you interested in?  Let 

us know and we’ll get it done.   
Contact Nick Somero at (360) 589-
0171 or sci@ willapabay.org. 



Regional Partnership Program Brings Technical & Financial Assistance 
to 

Small Forest Landowners in Southwest Washington 
 

The Southwest Washington Small Forest Lands Conservation Partnership 

is a voluntary and incentive based program with the focus of providing 

technical & financial assistance to Small Forest Landowners in eight 

Southwest Washington counties― Pacific, Grays Harbor, Wahkiakum, 

Mason, Thurston, Lewis, Cowlitz and Clark. The Southwest Washington 

Small Forest Lands Conservation Partnership is part of the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS) Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program or RCPP. RCPP utilizes NRCS funding within a geographic area/

region and leverages contributions from partners to deliver the program. 

This is a joint effort by the Washington Dept. of Natural Resources, 

Washington State Conservation Commission & eight Conservation Dis-

tricts, Washington State University Extension, and Washington Dept. of 

Fish and Wildlife.  

The Southwest Washington Small Forest Lands Conservation Partnership 

provides funding for four Stewardship foresters to help landowners de-

velop Forest Management Plans and financial assistance to assist in the 

implementation of Forest Management Plans. Financial assistance is 

available to implement a variety of stewardship practices to improve for-

est health, water quality, and wildlife habitat. Stewardship practices in-

clude but are not limited to density management, vegetation control, im-

proving wildlife habitat and others intended to help landowners meet 

their stewardship goals/objectives and improve the health and produc-

tivity of the forest. Financial assistance is available through NRCS’s Envi-



ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stew-

ardship Program (CSP). The Family Forest Fish Passage Program (FFFPP) 

through DNR is available to correct fish passage barriers. Forest Con-

servation Easements through the NRCS Healthy Forests Reserve Pro-

gram (HFRP) are also available.  

The following is a map detailing the project & work areas. Each work 

area has been assigned a Stewardship forester to assist landowners 

within the designated counties. For more information on this and other 

programs and opportunities contact the Pacific & Grays Harbor Conser-

vation District: 

David Houk 
Grays Harbor Conservation District 
330 W Pioneer Ave 
Montesano, WA 98563 
dave.houk@graysharborcd.org 
(360) 249-8532 
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Board of Directors 
Rex Hutchins, Jim Hillery,  
George McNelly, David Pow-
ell, Steve Huber 
Membership, Historian 
Victor Niemcziek 

TREE FARMER of the YEAR 

Keep your eyes open for the next Pa-

cific County Tree Farmer of the Year! 

We are looking for exemplary man-

agement, innovation, long term sus-

tainability, community involvement, 

and commitment to forestry in  

Pacific County 





Big leaf maple stand In the 
riparian area of the upper Willapa River. 

The University of Washington has partnered with experts in east coast 
maple sugar production and WFFA on a research project directed to-
wards understanding the opportunities and obstacles to developing a 
maple syrup industry in the Pacific Northwest.   

The 3 year project will collect data on the volume of sap and syrup that 
can be produced taking into account (1) variation in elevation, latitude, 
and climatic zones (2) collection methods using traditional bucket col-
lection vs. high vacuum tubing systems, (3) size and health of bigleaf 
maple trees, and (4) timing of tapping and strategies for re-tapping 
trees throughout the season (December-March).  These data will be 
used to characterize the costs and benefits involved in starting a maple 
sugaring enterprise in the PNW and to learn the successful strategies 
for tapping maples in a temperate rainforest climate.  

l-r:  Indro Ganguly, UW  Professor; Elaine 

Oneil, ED WFFA; Victor Niemcziek  Tree Farm 

Owner; David Houk, Stewardship Forester, 

Update on the University of Washington (UW) Maple Syrup Study 

These past few weeks have been busy as we made several site visits 

to potential maple syrup study sites.  The University of Washington 

(UW) team has settled on five study sites distributed across western 

Washington.  They include an established commercial enterprise 

https://www.neilsbigleaf.com/


in Acme Washington, Pack Forest which is the UW research forest at 
Eatonville,  and three small forest landowner sites – one near the head-
waters of the Willapa River, one near Quilcene on the Olympic Peninsu-
la, and one near Bremerton.  Two other potential sites – near the Hoh 
River and Olympia – are also under consideration.  Check back over the 
winter for more details.  We are sure to learn more about what it takes 
to produce syrup from our west coast big leaf maple.   

Elaine Oniel 

Executive Director, WFFA 
 

Pack Forest Maple Syrup Project tour participants  

http://www.packforest.org/research.html

