WESTERGREEN
TREE FARM TOUR
July 10, 2021

The Westergreen family opened up their Tree Farm to
almost 60 individuals for a Tour by Whatcom County
Chapter members, neighbors and members from other
Chapters. Those in attendance ranged from 9 months
to 94 years of age with almost as many women as men.

Jessica Koehler

Jessica Koehler

We started the Tour at Bill’s Pond. Tom Westergreen
shared that the pond started out as a fire pond – water
to be used in case of fire – but has grown into a great
wildlife habitat. The pond is used by ducks, fish, frogs
and salamander, as well as various birds and other
animals such as beaver, deer, bear and coyote. There is
a dam that keeps water in the pond year round and a
hard rock pit is located nearby for road construction
and maintenance material. Ed Westergreen has
equipment to repair roads when needed.

Ken Bevis. Stewardship Fish and Wildlife Biologist for
DNR Small Forest Landowner’s Office came over from
Winthrop to share his knowledge with us. Many tree
farmers have mixed objectives and whether it is by
default or on purpose, creating wildlife habitats can
enrich your tree farm experience. He told us that
wildlife needs food, water, shelter and a territory large
enough to forage and raise their young. Various species
have various needs. While Ken talked, we heard a
woodpecker pounding away on the ridge above us.

David New
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Ken challenged Tom at our Pond stop to provide a Black
Bear sighting. And Tom delivered as we drove to the
next stop. (The bear was too quick for them to get a
photo, so the above photo is from David New of a black
bear on his Tree Farm.)

allows them to leave the ground as undisturbed as
possible because it seems to reduce the brush and
weed competition for the newly planted seedlings.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

At stop #2, we parked along the main road and walked
up to a short spur to stand in the shade. The adjacent
landowner’s property was an example of a low
elevation older forest that was selective logged in the
60’s. Not a productive timber forest, but a good
example of older forest characteristics with lots of
snags.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Everyone gathered at Stop #2.

The Westergreen's have found small, even-aged harvest
units work well for them and has created a lot of
diversity across the Tree Farm. It helps that Ed
Westergreen has done most of the logging himself. This
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Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Captured by the camera on Stop #2, were (from left to right) Tom
Westergreen, Ed Westergreen, Bonnie Westergreen (pink hat), Ken
Bevis and Herb Barker (WCFFA Chapter President)

We saw an area planted in 2019 with dug-up Red alder
seedlings in their 3rd year which is doing well, but has
heavy competition from maple seedlings, along with
other native species. Alder grows well on this north
slope providing a rich, diverse wildlife habitat. The alder
also absorbs more carbon sooner as the trees grow
quicker and reach maturity sooner which also provides
economic diversity. Two other 14- and 24- year old
alder stands, which have been pre-commercially
thinned several times, were viewed.
Ken pointed out that young stands after a harvest or
disturbance are used by a larger variety of species.
Hardwood species provide great wildlife habitat,
including for migratory song birds. Songbirds like broad
leaf trees because there are lots of insects on those
trees. Opening canopies can increase the number of
bird species you may see. And going back to Bill’s Pond,
water is always a need for birds and other animals. A
low brush layer in stands is helpful to many species
providing food and shelter to wildlife. There are four
layers important to wildlife – shrub, stems, canopy and
the ground.
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Wendy Wefer-Clinton

When Dick and Louise Westergreen purchased the
parcel that is now a large forest meadow, it held the
remains of an old house and barn. Cedar plantings
have taken place in wetter areas of the old pasture with
some Douglas fir in hard-to-mow areas to create an
edge effect.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Ken Bevis entertains us with stories and songs

Stop #3 brought a lunch break and some musical
entertainment with Ken’s original songs about
hummingbirds, beavers, Pileated woodpeckers and
bears. If you want to listen to Ken’s song about the
True Bear, go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsATn-9JyJ4s.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Part of the Westergreen family enjoys lunch close to the meadow.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Lunch break gave everyone a chance to sit down in the
shade and network by getting reacquainted with friends
and strike up conversations with new friends.
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White clover was sown near a small year-round spring
on the meadow as a wildlife food plot with the hope
that in the spring bears would eat the clover and grass,
leaving the Douglas fir plantations in this area alone.
Since we know that bears are a reality on the
Westergreen Tree Farm, this was a targeted move to try
to save the seedlings. Rather than plant all of the
pasture with trees, the family has decided to leave
some open as a meadow. It can be used for events
(such as our Tree Farm tour), a helicopter can land
there, it can act as a landing for logging and it has a
great sledding hill.
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pathways, breeding space, food & shelter. Wildlife
responds well to a forest’s vertical and horizontal
aspects.

Jessica Kohler

After lunch, we headed uphill past a 31-year old
Douglas fir planting with a few cedar and some natural
alder. This unit was pre-commercially thinned and then
commercially thinned 7 years ago. Steeper banks that
were cut by a logging road were naturally restored with
native ferns and vegetation to stabilize the slope and
provide excellent nesting habitat for several small bird
species. Tom also pointed out an 8-year old Douglas fir
planting that they plan to pre-commercially thin at age
12.

Jessica Koehler

The area above was logged and has two-year old
Douglas fir and cedar plantings. The original stand was
almost pure Big Leaf maple nearly 100 years old. A key
point made was planning ahead for the heavy resprouting and brush that will overtake a site like this.
Here, the maple stumps were treated with herbicide by
the cutter when the trees were felled.
The following fall, a crew did an herbicide sitepreparation spray of the unit before the seedlings were
planted. Even with this planning ahead the area
presented challenges.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Tom Westergreen and Lisa (Westergreen) Tiemersma with a view
towards Canada and North Whatcom County farmlands.

Ken reminded everyone that snags can fall at any time,
so be aware. Snags can be left for cavity nesters and
wildlife habitat if they are not a safety concern. He also
said the edge of planted units are good places to see
wildlife. The importance of downed wood, brush, logs
and log piles as important habitat structures can’t be
over-emphasized. It may appear messy, but it is a rich
habitat for many animals and provides cover, travel
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Shortly after planting, two weeks of a cold, dry
northeast wind reduced the seedlings by 100 per acre.
There was also an unusually large maple seedling crop
and new weeds the first year.
Tom spot planted some of the unit this spring and has
been spot spraying and hand weeding around the
seedlings. The current hot and dry conditions are
stressing the remaining seedlings. More work will be
required to make this a successful new forest.
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Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Jessica Koehler

Ed Westergreen is demonstrating putting Tiller netting over
Western Red Cedar seedlings while Tom Westergreen talks about
the work involved.

Ed said he puts the netting on in the fall and takes it off
the following spring. This routine takes about three
years running until the trees are tall enough to
withstand browsing by blacktail deer. Ed and Tom
cedar are free to grow during the summer. A good
discussion by the group followed of other methods to
protect cedar.

Wendy Wefer-Clinton

Dick Alescio, WFFA President, traveled up to experience the
Westergreen Tree Farm Tour for himself. Thanks for coming Dick.
Gabe Westergreen

Tom being Tom added on an optional stop for those
that could stay longer. It included a quarter-mile walk
to a newly completed cedar harvest. Also seen was a
92-year old naturally seeded Douglas fir stand that has
been commercially thinned several times and two
recent clear cuts in 2020 and 2021 which have not been
planted yet.
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Many thanks to the entire Westergreen family for a
wonderful post-COVID tour. And thanks also to Ken
Bevis for sharing his vast knowledge with us and
entertaining us with some lively tunes. Appreciate
Jessica Koehler, Gabriel Westergreen, Wendy WeferClinton and David New for providing the photos. Nice
to get together again outside in the fresh air and
network with new and long-time friends.
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