
Steve Stinson 
 

Steven D. Stinson ended a long struggle with his passing on July 16, 2014, with family 

and friends at his side.  Although his life was cut short he lived it to the fullest. He 

touched and made positive influences on the lives of hundreds, if not thousands of the 

greater family forest owner community – essentially everyone involved or 

knowledgeable about SFLO issues. 

Steve was always very active in our Lewis chapter of WFFA, but more importantly 

served numerous leadership roles on behalf of all Washington family forest owners.  

One of the larger leadership roles Steve filled was as the first Administrator for the 

Washington DNR Small Forest Landowner Office. There, he worked to implement the 

SFLO commitments in the statewide Forest and Fish legislation.   

Steve lobbied our representatives in Washington D.C. and came back with enough 

money to fund a “Washington Forestland Data Set” that helped show that we do matter 

with our 3 ½ million acres of forestland owned by 216,000 of us. 

He then was instrumental in forming the Family Forest Foundation where he was the 

Executive Director. He worked to get a very large Federal grant to develop a science-

based draft HCP for SFLO’s in Lewis County.  Under Steve’s guidance the Foundation 

sponsored several forest field days & educational seminars.   

More statewide SFLO’s got more personally acquainted with Steve during his American 

Tree Farm System sponsored “Ties To The Land” presentations that helped many of us 

deal with the more personal and tougher estate planning issues to help us keep more 

forestland for generations to come. 

More recently Steve advocated for, assisted in the development of, and became a 

founding member of the Family Forest Legacies, LLC – a “for profit” vehicle intended to 

serve those families without heirs able to manage their coveted forestland.  

Advocating for “smalls” certainly wasn’t all of Steve’s life, but thankfully for us it was a 

large part of who Steve was.  Clearly “one of us,” Steve knew our issues and had ample 

courage and community spirit to take on the challenges we face as small landowners.  

He was an inspirational leader and his efforts to integrate the latest science into 

management and policy will live on within WFFA and in our efforts with our external 

partners in the forestry community of Washington State and beyond.  Steve was loved 

and will be missed by all of us. 
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Cards can be mailed to: 

Doug Stinson & Fae Marie Beck, P.O. Box 126, Toledo, WA 98591 

Lou Jean Clark, P.O Box 43, Toledo, WA 98591 

  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 

Washington Farm Forestry Association, P.O. Box 1010, Chehalis, WA 98532.   360-
388-7074 

Assured Home Health & Hospice, 2120 North Park Street, Suite A., Centralia, WA 
98531.  360-330-2640 

  

Scholarship in Steve's Name 

At the Washington Farm Forestry Association Annual Meeting in May, Port Blakely Tree 
Farms announced that they would donate $20,000 to set up a scholarship fund for 
students from tree farm families who were majoring in natural resources fields.  WFFA 
is to administer the scholarship but details have not yet been worked out.  Port Blakely 
has asked that this scholarship be named the Steven D. Stinson Memorial Scholarship 
in Natural Resources. 

 

Tribute to Steve from Rick Dunning 

Associations like the Washington Farm Forestry Association are made up of not just a 

good idea...one that fulfills a positive societal need...but more so of individuals who live 

that ideal.  Like none before him, Steven D. Stinson was our vision and fulfilled our 

purpose. 

It was an honor of a lifetime to call Steve my friend, my colleague, and even my 

mentor....yes, sometimes a man 10 years your junior can be your mentor!  And if life is 

made complete by fulfilling relationships then I was a lucky man to have shared the past 

15 years with Steve. 

By our worldly thinking, he left us too soon but I choose to see the blessing of having 

Steve with us, so, he made us all a little better.   

God bless you and rest in peace my friend. 

Rick Dunning 
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Written For Steve’s 50th Birthday, By his sister Ann Stinson 
  
Steve is a man of many passions.  He does nothing half-ass.  It’s full speed ahead. 
  
An overriding passion is trees  
From FFA to mulching trees for dad for $1.75 an hour.  
From working on a tree planting crew to falling and bucking 
That makes a body tired, so Steve found the University of Washington 
And a passion for words and policy.  Trips to Olympia and D.C. began. 
Now he merges the physical and mental as he manages the Cowlitz Ridge Tree Farm 
and continues to work tirelessly to help other land-owners keep their land in trees. 
  
Another passion is food—food from the land 
 He was the top earner of the summer of 1971 at Aldrich’s blueberry farm. 
He now finds oysters, venison, salmon, crab, chanterelles, trailing blackberries. 
And he likes to bring people and food together. 
-Muffins for early morning meetings to soften the contentious discussions 
-30 apple pies for his own wedding guests 
-smoked salmon packed to many of my parties in Portland 
-grilled salmon and oysters for Smokestack 1, 2 and 3 
  
Steve loves music 
He owned the airwaves when we were kids—the record player had no headphone jack. 
. . 
ZZ Top, Lynard Skynard, Johnny and Edgar White, Led Zepplin, AC/DC, Van Halen 
Halvsies with Julie on The Who By Numbers—bought at Kortons in Longview. 
He played the trumpet for the Toledo High School band and sang in the barbershop 
quartet. 
He drives I-5 to find live music in Portland and Seattle and anywhere in between.   
  
But I think Steve’s deepest passion is his love for Lou Jean 
Their bond is subtle, but intense. 
The spark is “still there.” 
She’s on his mind, in his soul 
Lou Jean grounds him—he lets her 
They dance, they cook, they travel together, they love their dogs 
They gather their families. 
  
Trees, food, people, music, Lou Jean—Steve is a passionate man 
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Coldwater Lake In Vancouver Father and Son 

   

   
Tree Farm Tour, May 2014 Pizza Oven Salmon Barbecue 

   

   
Big Tree Preparing Salmon Bread Making 

   

 
  

In DC With Foxes & Rick Dunning Timber Falling 
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Fireworks 2014 New hair style Geoducks and King Salmon 

 

 

 

On the Cowlitz River, May 2013   

 


