
November 11, 2016 
 
I wanted to share my analysis of the state election results as they will affect the 2017 legislature. All 98 
members of the state House of Representatives and 26 of the 49 state Senate seats were up for re-election 
this year.  
 
As of this writing, three seats in the House of Representatives are still too close to call but it appears that 
Democrats will maintain the majority they have held for many years.  The final tally will likely be 51 Democrats 
and 47 Republicans. 
 
In the Senate, the Majority Coalition Caucus will retain its majority of 25 with 24 Republicans and Senator 
Sheldon, who caucuses with them.  In the minority by one seat will be 24 Democrats. Democrats picked up one 
seat by defeating incumbent Senator Steve Litzow.  
 
There will be ten new senators, five Republicans and Five Democrats out of total of 49.  Of the ten new 
Senators, at least five will be familiar faces who moved over from the House.  Three seats remain open and will 
fill filled by appointment.  Senator Jayapal was elected to Congress, Senator Habib was elected Lieutenant 
Governor.  Senator Hill passed away.  All three of their districts are in King County so the King County Council 
will appoint three new Senators.  Jayapal and Habib are Democrats, Hill was a Republican so the appointees 
will be two Democrats and one Republican who live in the respective districts. 
 
In the House, there will be nineteen new members (out of a total of 98), with either nine or ten from each 
party depending on the outcome of one race that is still too close to call.  Of the new members, five are former 
legislators. 
 
How will these changes affect committees?  Between now and January 9th, the Committee on Committees will 
meet in each house to decide if they want any changes to the committee structure and to fill in the empty 
seats with new legislators. 
 
The Senate Natural Resources Committee will lose three members, two Democrats and one 
Republican.  Pearson, Kirk (R), will remain Chair. 
 
The Senate Ways & Means Committee (who write the budget) lost its leader when Senator Andy Hill passed 
away just before the election.  Senator John Braun, Centralia is currently Vice Chair.  Senator Jim Honeyford, 
Sunnyside, will remain in the lead on the Capital Budget where funding for FREP and FFFPP will be.  The highest 
ranking Democrat on the Ways & Means Committee was Jim Hargrove from Hoquiam who retires at the end of 
the year. 
 
It appears there will not be any major changes in leadership in the House.  However, the key staff person for 
the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, Jason Callahan, left the legislature to become the 
new lobbyist for the Washington Forest Protection Associaiton. 
 
The chief budget writer for the operating budget in the House will be Timm Ormsby from Spokane.  For the 
capital budget, it will Rep. Steve Tharinger who lives near Sequim.  This will be Rep. Tharinger first year in this 
role.  Richard DeBolt, Chehalis, will serve as his counterpart on the Republican side. 
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