
November 8th, 2016 
 
Washington State Forest Practice Board Re:  Water Typing – Complexity & Perceptions   
P.O. Box 47012 
Olympia, WA  98504-7012            
 
Chairman Bernath and Members of the Board: 
 
I’m Ken Miller, representing Washington Farm Forestry Association and SFLOs generally.  
While I support the Water Typing process recommendations from TFW Policy I can’t resist 
sharing some general observations that have created a lot of confusion & consternation in the 
SFLO community - and perhaps with some of you equally challenged to understand all the 
nuances. 
 

 
 
I don’t know that our thick rules are any better for fish than our neighbors.  The more we try to 
help with clarifications the less understandable and more intimidating the rules seem to be for 
most SFLOs.  As you listen to these TYPE F HABITAT discussions please try to imagine being 
a landowner trying to flag a harvest line on their first and perhaps only harvest – could you 
understand and apply these rules on the ground? 
 
A few common SFLO disconnects, perceptions, or misperceptions, about required “TYPE F” 
buffers occur: 

 When there are no fish 

 When the “fish” water goes underground? (friend on Scatter Creek) 

 When the buffer is the same for small streams as it is for larger streams 

 When the buffer is the same regardless of whether year around water 
 
Or: 

 Continuous Non-Fish Perennial (Np) stream classifications on channels that don’t have 
perennial water 

 Multi-page instructions just to determine 
o How wide a stream is 
o Whether it’s migrating 



o The subtle differences between BFW, Ordinary High Water Mark, and now a 
focus on Off Channel Habitat – that even the experts seem confused about. 

 “natural waters” (that must be buffered) somehow include manmade ditches and ponds 
(unless in some other “highest and best” land use like my neighbor). 

 

   

 
Much of this complexity is incomprehensible to SFLOs - Technical 
Assistance is a must. 
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