
We Are Not Really Farmers, Experiences of the Grinnells

Roy and Mary Grinnell presented their experiences in owning (and tree farming) two 
properties near Cle Elum.  They enjoyed the first property with a dry cabin for seven years 
until the Taylor Bridge Fire in August 2012 burned down the cabin and 95% of 800 large 
trees.  That fall and the following spring funding from the EWP (Emergency Watershed 
Protection) program (Kittitas Co. Conservation District) enabled the taking down of over 80
hazardous trees along the road and the building of erosion barriers. 

Then to re-establish the property the Grinnells planted a thousand tree seedlings over the 
following four years, almost all Ponderosa Pine with a few Western Larch for a little color.  
The batch of pine seedlings  planted as plugs in fall 2012 are mostly thriving having been 
watered once in the summer of 2013 and also then received a good summer rain.  The 
pine trees planted in fall 2013 have not fared well, not receiving water the following 
summer.  The pine trees planted in fall 2015 are doing well so far as they were watered 
once in summer 2016.  The larch seedlings were finally received and planted in spring 
2016.  These bare root seedlings seem more sensitive than the pines, since despite having
been watered twice in late summer, a highr proportion have died than of the pines.  The 
EQIP program (from NRCS) assisted with the cost of the pine seedlings.  (And yes, that 
makes them farmers.)

Luckily the Grinnells’ second property was untouched by the fire, and thus they decided to
rebuild where they still had trees.  How ironic to have just lost 760 large trees and now 
need to cut a dozen large trees for construction and countless smaller ones for firewising.  
But in 2013 they launched construction of their new cabin and today are adding the 
finishing touches to completion.  Although not required by their building permit issued 
before the most recent coding updates, the Grinnells have included many fire-resistant 
and fire suppression elements in the construction.  The basement level is sided with fiber-
cement siding, as are upstairs walls above any roof section.  A fire-resistant coating was 
applied to the deck that is not covered by a roof, and composition roofing with a Class A 
fire protection rating was installed. They installed underground rainwater storage tanks to 
be fed from gutters, and will install roof fire sprinklers and a separate water pump and 
backup power generator.  

The large trees from this lot and some burned trees from the other lot were able to be 
used for cutting into boards for exterior and interior siding and other interior trim.  The 
logs from the burned trees had laid two winters before cutting and had acquired some 
beetle grubs that come with decay.  The grubs were finally killed by hauling all the boards 
(most with finish applied) to a kiln for drying at 150 degrees F.  Neither the sawing and air 
drying, the finishing, nor a home fumigation attempt in 100 degree sunshine had fully 
killed them previously.

The Grinnells organized their neighbors to become a Firewise Community.  They 
participated in a forest health Cost Share program through DNR for thinning, limbing and 
clearing brush, and initially treated the several acres around the cabin.  The Conservation 



District provided firewising 100 feet on each side of the neighborhood road for enhanced 
emergency egress, and also worked with the Fire District to make available roving chipping
operations for disposing of firewised trees and brush piles.  The Grinnells found these 
programs to be fantastic.  They have significantly assisted the Grinnells in making this 
forest and cabin resistant to a recurrence of their earlier tragedy and provided greater 
ongoing enjoyment of the trees and nature.


