
28th Annual Crystal Lake Tree Farm Day    
 

By Ron Munro, March 9, 2010 
 
 

On Saturday, March 6, 2010 we held the 28th Annual Crystal Lake Tree Farm Day in absolutely 
perfect sunny weather. It was a glorious day to be out in the woods with neighbors and friends! 
 
We met a short ways inside the 95th Ave SE gate, and at 9 am we started with a special ceremony 
to honor State of Washington, Dept. of Natural Resources employee John Keller.  John’s job as a 
Stewardship Forester was recently eliminated due to State budget cuts, and John shifted his work 
activities to the Olympic Peninsula area where he now helps manage several thousand acres of 
State timberland. For many years John helped private tree farm owners in the Puget Sound area, 
including the Crystal Lake Community, with sound forestry advice and assistance, and it was the 
desire of our Community to thank John for his excellent past service. Tom Styrlund constructed a 
nice wooden sign to place by one of the young Giant Sequoia trees in the Tree Farm Arboretum 
area, I outlined to those in attendance John’s importance to our tree farm successes, Pam Kovarik 
presented John with a framed Certificate of Appreciation, and Jeanne Koruga related John’s 
value in teaching some of the Stewardship classes that several members of the Forestry Advisory 
Committee participated in.  Pam Kovarik and Maaike Tiersma took several pictures of the 
ceremony for our Tree Farm Scrapbook. 
 

 



We then shifted our activities to the easterly one-third of Timberstand 21. Timberstand 21 is a 
twenty acre area that was harvested in 1989 to pay off the remaining costs of the new Clubhouse. 
The harvest area was replanted with two-year-old Douglas fir, and a few western red cedar 
seedlings, and many of the trees are now 6 to 12 inches DBH (Diameter Breast High). The 
purpose of the fieldwork was to prune the lower limbs off all the Douglas fir with pruning saws 
while working from the ground, and then with ladders prune the larger, more dominant trees to a 
height of 20 feet. The goal of the pruning is to eventually produce knot free wood, which many 
predict will have a higher market value 20 to 30 years from now when this timber stand will 
again be ready for harvest.   
 
With pruning saws and pole saws in hand, people spread out throughout the timber stand. Some 
worked with a partner while others worked alone. The smaller children even helped by pulling 
the dropped limbs off the access road.  
 
A few days earlier, Peter Tiersma cleared a food tent area and a location for the Honey Bucket 
with his backhoe, and acquired a couple of bales of straw. A couple of friends helped me put up 
some tarps in case of rain, and construct a fire pit. A short time prior to the field work starting, 
Bert and Sally Lindman and Glenda and Curt Martin brought in the coffee, other drinks, and all 
the donated food items and got them all set up for distribution. Klev Schoening collected some 
wood and got a fire started. About noon, famous hotdog chef Brian Speakes showed up to treat 
us with his “traditional barbequed dogs”. (I was told that a total of 58 hot dogs were cooked and 
eaten.) Other food items included ham salad sandwiches, potato salad, Bill and Erin Woods 
famous homemade berry juice, fruits, cheese, potato chips, and a wide variety of cookies, cake, 
and other sweets. 
 
By noon, many of the workers swung back by the food station for lunch and a drink, and then 
returned to the woods to do more pruning.   Throughout the day, Pam and Maaile continued with 
their photography expertise, and I wandered around trying to look busy, but actually did very 
little work.  
I do not know who all provided food, but do know that Marge Regmund was instrumental in 
organizing some of the donations. I also know that Miriam Munro, Carol Cahill and Steve and 
Judy O’Conner provided some food.  
 
A list of those Crystal Lake residents who put their names on the sign up sheet, worked in the 
field, and may have also contributed food, includes: 
 
Jeanne Austing, daughter Anna and Anna’s friend Anna; Alissa Becerril; Tom and Maureen 
Blum; Rick Forsell; Jonathan and Jennifer Fisher; Eric Gedney and daughters Kyla and Anikka; 
Bruce Greg; Bob Holm; Jeff Holt and Mary Smith; John and Kathy Kaschko; Billy Kelly; Jeanne 
Kourga; Tom and Pam Kovarik and daughter Cara; Sheila Lair; Matt Lessard; Bert and Sally 
Lindman; Glenda, Curt and Noah Martin; Ron Munro; Andy Norton; Katie and John Norman 
and children Sarah and Scott; new residents Joan and Jerry Oncken; Colin Preston and sons Luke 
and Jack; Ken and Kathi Racus; Klev Schoening; Alan Scott; Brian Speakes;  Tom and Sue 
Styrlund; Chris Thompson and children Savannah and Cody; Peter Tiersma and daughters 
Maaike and Keenae; and Solveig Whittle and Chris Robinson and children Fiona and 
Christopher. 



 
A list of non-Crystal Lake residents who also came to help includes: John Keller and son Jim; 
Erin and Bill Woods; Jim Owens, Mike Blais, Keith Graves; Bob Layton, Bill Smith; and last 
but not least 89 year old Dan Grew.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
By my count that includes about 54 adults and 13 children. It is my opinion that it was one of the 
best Tree Farm work parties ever assembled, and at day’s end I returned home feeling very, very 
proud to be part of the Crystal Lake Community………………..Ron Munro 


