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Message From the President

As my first opportunity to share with you as the
new president of WFFA, let me first thank a few
folks. First of all, thank you to Don Theoe, for his
past two years of leadership. Secondly, thanks to
the other existing officers, all of whom stood for
re-election and are doing a wonderful job for your
organization. And thirdly, I would like to thank Rick, Erica and the
folks from the UPS Chapter who put together a great annual
meeting and tours.

It's been a number of years since I last attended WFFA Board
meetings in my role as Clark County President. My initial
observation of changes in those years is the degree of
professionalism that has been brought to our organization. With the
addition of a permanent office and additional staff, WFFA has
become a very key player in the continuing statewide debates on
forestland resource management. This takes moneyand time and
Rick and the Board have been successful at raising both.

I look forward to working with them, the small forest landowner
advisory committee, and all the rest of you as we continue
WFFA's goals of providing education to our members, promoting
our good stewardship, and continuing to seek equity and fairness
inour land use and harvesting laws.

Bob Brink

P.O. Box 1010, Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: (360) 736-5750 Fax: (360) 736-2704.
Visit us on the Web at: www.wafarmforestry.com
e-mail: info@wafarmforestry.com



WFFA 2008 Annual Meeting a Success!

This year’s Washington Farm Forestry Association
annual meeting, held April 24-26 in Mount Vernon,
Washington and hosted by our Upper Puget Sound
Chapter, was the 55th since our incorporation back in
1953. We celebrated in hope of "Another 55 years".

The three day event started on Thursday afternoon
with a tour hosted by Sierra Pacific Industries at their
state of the art, Burlington saw mill. With dimension
boards "lumbering" down the mill's conveyor belts at
rate of 20 lineal feet per second, it was a sight to
behold. From the expedient unloading of the log
trucks to the wise use of a wood waste co-generation
plant, the tour exposed a group of 75 WFFA members
on how efficiently our logs can get to the market
place. Hosts Tom Nelson, Washington timber
manager for SPI and Curt Adcork, Burlington mill
manager gave us a great show!

Friday morning kicked off with a membership
business meeting which included a question and
answer period allowing for discussion of the
association’s finances, membership status, bylaw
changes, policy work and legislative action. A packed
room of 155 members were joined by guests Dave
Baumgartner, WSU Extension Program Director, and
Phil Harden, President of the Forest Landowner
Association, a national organization. The WFFA then
voted in the 2008 slate of state officers that included
President, Bob Brink; VP, Sam Comstock; Secretary,
Michelle Blake; and Treasurer, Bill Sheer Jr.

A welcome to the morning keynote presentation was
given by Skagit County Commissioner, Sharon Dillon.
Candidate for Governor Dino Rossi addressed the
crowd of 175. The 42nd District State Representative
Kelli Linville then spoke followed by a video
presentation by Governor Gregoire.

The Washington Tree Farm Program "Outstanding
Tree Farmer of the Year" awards luncheon was then
hosted by Administrator: Bob Falkner, Chair: Bryon
Loucks, and Co-chair: Sherry Fox, who honored our
four state nominees, Panhandle 4-H Camp, Hama
Hama Tree Farm of the Upper Puget Sound Chapter,
Walt & Pat Sweyer of Clark Chapter, and Steve and
Mary Webster of Lewis Chapter of the WFFA. Also
honored with silver or gold American Tree Farm
System signs were sixteen 25 year members and
nine 50 year members of the Washington Tree Farm
Program. Doug Sutherland, Washington Lands
Commissioner, and Mark Doumit, Executive Director
of co-sponsor, Washington Forest Protection
Association, were on hand to congratulate all of those
honored for their achievements. The program also
lifted up many outstanding volunteer certifying
foresters for the program including DNR’s Stewardship
Forester John Keller as inspector of the year.

An afternoon panel presentation gave a standing room
only crowd a good and spirited discussion on "Another
55 Years of Tree Farming in Washington State???".
Moderator Martin Flynn kept everyone awake with
good questions and fear of the "gong" if they took too
long to answer! Josh Weiss: Washington Forest
Protection Association, Kendra Smith: Skagit County,
Mike Mosman: Port Blakely Timber Company, Bridget
Moran: Department of Fish and Wildlife, Bruce Lippke:
Rural Technology Initiative, Ken Jacobsen: State
Senator 46th District, David Dicks: Puget Sound
Partnership, and Steve Bernath: Department of
Ecology, all were put to the test.

The Friday evening awards banquet thanked our UPS
Chapter, six Chapter Presidents who have stepped
down after their years of service, and outgoing WFFA
President, Don Theoe and his wife Florence, for their
past two years of leadership. Lynn Harsh, CEO of the
Evergreen Freedom Foundation then gave an inspiring
message.

One of the highlights of the annual meeting was the
wonderful tree farm tour and BBQ given by the UPS
Chapter and hosted by the Keith Graves Family.
Those who attended were rewarded with a farm and
family that inspired us all to continue in our tree farm
efforts.

National Tree Farmer Convention
Portland, Oregon This Fall

Mark your calendars now to attend the 15th
Annual National Tree Farmer Convention,
October 16-18, 2008 in Portland, Oregon.

"Where Tall Trees Grow" is the theme for
this year's event. The convention will focus on
forest sustainability through active management.
The three-day gathering will feature educational
presentations, workshops and social networking
opportunities, including exciting hands-on field
trips to local tree farms.

The convention is open to family
forestland owners, including both members and
non-members of the American Tree Farm
System,® as well as forestry and natural
resource professionals and others associated
with or interested in forestry and land
management.

For more convention information visit:
www.treefarmsystem.org.



In Memoriam

"Chuck" Stillman died peacefully at age 89 on
April 8 at his family home on Gravelly Lake Drive
in Lakewood, WA.

After his railroad retirement Chuck launched a
second career as a tree farmer, purchasing
acreage in western Washington that he planted
with over a million Douglas fir trees.

His superb stewardship of the land earned him
many awards, including Washington State "Tree
Farmer of the Year" in 1984. Earlier he won
similar awards from Pierce County and from
Weyerhaeuser.

Stillman served on the Pierce County Forestry
Board and held various offices with the Pierce
County Farm Forestry Association.

Temperate Forest Foundation
Offers Teacher Tours

The first Teacher
Forestry Tour of the
summer sponsored
by the Temperate
Forest Foundation
will be held in
Starkville,
Mississippi. They are
stillin need of
teacher sponsorships and teachers to fill the
tours.

South Central—Starkville, Mississippi June 3-6
Pacific Northwest —Portland, Oregon June 24-27
Lake States—Escanaba, Michigan July 16-19
Northeast—Catskills, New York August 5-8

If your company or association would like to
sponsor or co-sponsor teachers to

attend one of our regional tours, or if you know
of a teacher who would like to attend a tour,
please let them know by contacting

Lisa Leonard at:

lleonard @forestinfo.org or 503.579.6762.

Tree Farm Program
Yields Benefits

In the 7 months since
WFFA became a
co-sponsor of the
Washington Tree Farm
Program, committee
members and inspectors
have been working hard to
get the Tree Farm Program
updated and available to
WFFA members. If you are a certified Tree
Farmer, then you should have received a letter
explaining their activities to date. If you are not a
certified Tree Farmer, then you might ask WHY
SHOULD I JOIN? In addition to recognizing
good land stewardship, the Tree Farm Program
is now a Certification program that allows you to
sell your wood as certified under SFI standards.
Most of our local mills are SFI certified and as
part of their certification process, they are
beginning to ask if the wood they buy is certified.
The Tree Farm Program is a way you can get
recognition that you are growing wood in a
sustainable way - at no charge! HOW CAN
YOU JOIN? If you own 10 or more acres of
forested land and are managing it for timber
production, then you are eligible to be certified.
Call the WFFA office at 360-736-5750 or e-mail
to treefarm@wafarmforestry.com to have your
name added to the list of people who want to be
certified. Unfortunately there are many people
who want to be certified and only a limited
number of volunteer inspectors, so please be
patient if an inspector doesn't getto you
immediately. HOW CAN YOU HELP? The Tree
Farm Program is looking for some experienced,
knowledgeable WFFA members to help make
contact with certified Tree Farmers, many of
whom aren't WFFA members. Initial
inspections of newly certified Tree Farms must
be done by a trained forester, but we would like
to recruit others to visit existing Tree Farms.
Helpers would be given some training and would
earn money for their WFFA chapter for every
visit that they made. If you are interested,
contact Bryon Loucks at
loucks@localaccess.com or 360-736-2147 for
more details.







