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Presidents Message

Greetings, fellow tree farmers,
A new year. And new hope for both political andmamic progress.

First, our 2009 Annual Meetingwas a great success. We had good turnout, amdiexc
presentation by Dick Hopkins and student Sean Mur@aieen River Community College. Sean
was the recipient of our scholarship last year.

We elected Julie Nyborg for Secretary, replaciriging Jo Snyder, and Paul Hansen for
Treasurer, replacing retiring Coy Eshom. Jo and l@xve both been a model of selfless service
to you, our members, and we owe them a huge “tgaok

Brian Wester and Sylvia Russell were recognizeduagree farmers of the year. They go on to
compete statewide in 2010. In addition, they idlhosting this year’s Twilight Tour, now
renamed the Summer Solstice Tour, since the taadesytime event.

Please send me your nominations for our Chaptege Farmer of the Year for 2010.

In the political arena, WFFA has been successful in getting bills intictlin the State
Legislature to allow clear-cuts of 20 acres or legsmall forest landowners to be subject to less
restrictive stream-side buffer rules. The Stafenlly recognizing the significant value of the
timber resources Forest and Fish requires to feftite, and is correctly questioning the wisdom
of the Forest and Fish rules, especially as thelyap small landowners.

Using smaller buffers for small harvest units emages small timber owners to stay growing
trees, rewards harvesting smaller units, and, wepprtantly, substantially reduces the State's
obligation for FREP.

This legislation is truly win, win, win, but changeOlympia is slow. Thanks to those on the e-
mail list who contacted your legislative leaderstpport of this legislation. If you have not yet
contacted your leaders, do so today. Togethecamanake a difference.
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In the economic front, | recently received a new Manke Lumber priceflistiogs delivered to
their Tacoma yard. The 5 inch and up Douglas+irepis now $51 a ton, up from $45 a ton in
November 2009, and $40 a ton last summer. Dodgl&2-sawlogs, 12 inch tops, are now paid
at $400 a thousand, up from $375 last year.

While these prices are not great, the trend idlfima the right direction.

Check out the calendar below and stay involvedm@eracy is made by those who show up!

Treefully,

Dave Townsend,

President,

Pierce County Chapter, WFFA

Sponsor.

Tony Miller, Florence Theoe's youngest son, wassffansor or our January meeting. Tony is
an Amsoil Dealer and a member of the WFFA. Chedkloe benefits of synthetic oils at
http://www.lubedealer.com/lubesucancountontontact Tony at 253-531-8504. Sponsorship is
a way we can augment our meager income.

Woodlot Ramblings - By Bob Arnold:

Last May and June my bride and | went to China&bdt. While on a couple of 4-6 hour
bus rides and a train ride in the country and fragehroughout the cities, the amount of
urban and rural planting was quite noticeable.tRerOlympics? Most of the trees were
cuttings of the genus Populus sp. The cuttings kremeere 3-5” thick and 15 to 20 feet tall
opposed to ours of 1 inch by 3-4 feet. They weeedd with 10 or so poles attached half
way up the trees. | saw these in cities and albedreeways and in many sand bars in the
river in Lhasa, Tibet (12,000 feet elevation).

There were many new plantings on the hillsidesiante cities of fruit trees with the idea of
dual purpose of shade and fruit or triple if onelued acting as a carbon sink for the coal
burning. China gets 71% of its energy from coalit®rl.6 billion people.

Bob Arnold
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Guest Commentary — Steve Townsend

While traveling in the backcountry of Scotlandiid some research and made some notes
about Scottish tree farms.

After the last ice age, most of Scotland was fe@stith elm, pine, fir, spruce, oak, birch,
alder, and maple. During the past 10,000 yeansglier, two things have happened: 1) Most
of the trees have been harvested for fuel, ande2average temperature of the land has
declined by a few degrees. The result is thatytodast of Scotland is devoid of trees. They
will grow if planted, but usually do not regeneraturally.

Enter the tree farmer. Today there are thousahtteefarms all over the country. Most are
monocultures. About three quarters of the plaoeatiare of fir, with most of the rest being
of pine, though | also saw some birch and sprue¢he warmer lowlands, there are
frequently volunteers of spruce, alder, maple, @ntarack within the plantations.

The ground cover is usually sword and bracken ferreeather. The brush will typically
consist of elderberry, hazelnut, blackberry, scdcom, nettles, thistles, and gorse (ulex
gallii), a plant that at a distance looks like stobroom, but is covered with very nasty
thorns.

The better plantations are on the lower slopeb@hills. The valley bottoms, along the
rivers and streams, are typically used for raisiatjle and sheep, while the ridge tops are too
rocky and windy to grow much of anything. Seedtéa photo, next page.

Most of the plantations were 30 to 50 years oldaw no evidence of thinning in spite of the
very dense planting (photo), and the only prunhreg t saw was in a plantation of birch. As
a consequence, the growth rings of the plantatesstare very close together.

We saw one logging operation in progress (by hpteg and only a few new plantations.

Plastic tubes or nets are frequently needed (amgmes used) to protect the young trees
from the deer and sheep.

There were several blow-down areas, usually whertrdes were planted too near the tops of
the hills, or in the wet.
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| saw a few extended areas of dead trees, espepiaél. Pine beetles? Too wet? | only saw
one area that had clearly been killed by fire.

The forests that were planted in the moors arecgspesusceptible to blow down. The
moors are in the gentle, undulating highlands efrtarth. The tree line is close to sea level
here. The moors have soil that is frequently #nd rocky, or wet. With no shelter from the
wind blowing in off of the Atlantic, blow-down mube expected in these forests. On the
other hand, the land is too rocky, wet, and wiragrow any other crop. Indeed, the only
things that grow comfortably on the moors are hexatimd grass. Here it makes sense to
keep the trees tightly packed together and to Isatvefore they grow too tall.

Steve

Editorial — Your Pierce County Code at Work

A local camp of 42 forested acres wanted to exp@nekisting mess hall. The camp had set
up a tent fly to feed the extra people in campe Trtess hall, built before regulations, is
within the 200-foot shoreline zone. About fiveesewill have to be cut down for the 2,000
square feet expansion. The county has requiredaimg to plant ten trees anywhere on the
42 acres to mitigate the removal of the trees. ddmp must also add 2,000 square feet to
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the shoreline zone. Of course the consultantsueseveral thousand dollars to draw up the
plans for these mitigation measures.

To me this is utterly ridiculous. There are pleatyrees on the property and more should be
removed for the safety of the campers and buildiriggding an extra five-hundredths of an
acre to a ten to twelve acre buffer zone can hdrdlgoticed. But that is what the county
code requires.

The county can reduce its expenses by reducingrtiwaint of code. If you have surplus
time and would like to delve into the code, chdwk Pierce County and/or Planning and
Land Service web site. The code won’t change sriles wheel squeaks.

Work Safely: Watch Your Step

A winter reminder...know that the surface you ar@gieg onto, or into, is safe. Frozen or
wet surfaces can cause slips. Deep snow or barshide a multitude of hazards. Rushing
and shortcuts won't necessarily get you where yantwo go any faster. Be Aware.

Forest Terminology:
Flight limit. 1. The maximum distance a bird can traverse atongnuous flight.
2. The maximum distance traversed by seedatontinuous flight.

Calendar of Events:

Feb. 3 General Membership meeting, Puyallup LibvaPM. Frank Shirley,
“Estate planning for Tree Farmers”.

Feb. 10 South Sound Chapter Meeting: Carbon Saaties Opportunities for
Forestry. Dept of Natural Resources new buildiBge the South Sound
Chapter’s January newsletter postechdp://www.wafarmforestry.coror
contact Howard Wilson at 253-579-2489%alsonhs@aol.com

Mar. 3-4 Climate Change, Bioenergy and SustairtiegRorests of Idaho and
Montana, Missoula. Contact: Jay O’Laughlin, 20&-&376 or
jayo@uidaho.edu

Mar. 3 General Membership meeting, Puyallup LipraPM. Deanna Keener,
WSU Small Farms Program, “Marketing, Business HlagrFinancing-
Operational Efficiency-for Tree Farming”
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Mar. 22-23

April 7

Apr. 25-27

May 5

May 12-14

June 19

Fuel Reduction, Olympia, WA. Contaatrést Engineering Inc. 541-
754-7558 http://forestengineer.com

General Membership meeting, Puyallup bityr7 PM. Dick Woods,
“Selective Harvesting”

WFFA Annual Meeting, Union, WA. Conta?fFFA 360-736-5750,
www.wafarmforestry.com

General Membership meeting, Puyallup LipraPM. Introduction to the
Summer Solstice Tour by Brian Wester and Sylviaselisind Tree
Farming in Scotland by Steve Townsend.

Washington State SAF annual meeting, lom€g WA. Contact: Paul
Wagner, psg@glacierview.net

Summer Solstice Tour. Brian Wester's ghdeSRussell’s tree farm.
Daylong event. Contact Sylvia Russell at 360-8322lor
briandsyl@rainierconnect.com

June 20-26 Natural Resources Youth Camfcholarships are available.

Chapter Officers:

PCFFA Chapter officers and directors for 2010 are:
President Dave Townsend 5-426-4523 townsenddw@comcast.net
Vice President Gary Snyder 263-8786 snyder@nwrain.com
Secretary Julie Nyborg 206-372-0953 rinyborg@netscape.net
Treasurer Paul Hansen 253-862t95 pmhansen@q.com
Past President Bob Arnold 253-845-2242 Raarnold@aol.com
Newsletter Ed. Frank Shirley 532884-2283 fshirley@centurytel.net
Membership Sylvia Russell 0&éB2-1712 briandsyl@rainierconnect.com
Director 10 Rick Pabst 253-887 6 blueribbonfarm@x3.net
Director 11 Phil Poppleton  360-825-3365 parnpop@aol.com
Director 12 Steve Townsend 253-565-7172wtownsend@yahoo.com
Director 13 Don Theoe 253-581-3022vfc.don@comcast.net

Publication:

THE TREE GREEN NEWS is published occasionally by Bierce County Chapter, Washington Farm
Forestry Association, Frank C. Shirley, editor. n@oents and contributions are welcome. Please send

them to:

Frank C. Shirley, CF

18219 So. Vaughn Rd. KP N
Vaughn, WA 98394

(253) 884-2283

fshirley@centurytel.net



